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From this………

To this

BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL
Every year Blythswood Care's Shoebox Appeal, in addition
to ongoing support initiatives, brings hope and joy to people
living in desperate poverty.
The shoeboxes received in 2015 were distributed in
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosova, Moldova, Pakistan,
Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.
With your help we managed to send an amazing 85 filled
boxes to the centre in Perth along with more items which
will go to help fill even more boxes. A huge Thank You to all
who contributed to this wonderful total.
Also massive thanks to the ladies who organised it – Morag
and Helen and Janice - for the meticulous planning and
extraordinary dedication!

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
10 DECEMBER
9.30 am Fowlis
11.15am Muirhead – GIFT SERVICE
6.30pm Carol Concert in Muirhead Church
with Dundee Instrumental Band
17 DECEMBER
9.30am Fowlis – Sunday School Nativity
11.15am Muirhead
2pm
Muirhead Church
Joint Service of Quiet and Reflection
24 DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS EVE
9.30 am Fowlis
11.15am Muirhead – Sunday School Nativity
Joint Family Worship
6.30pm Lundie Church
Joint Watchnight Service
11.15pm St Marnock’s Fowlis

CHRISTMAS DAY
Joint 11.15am Muirhead Church
includes the Sacrament of Holy Communion

31 DECEMBER
Joint 11.15am St Marnock’s Fowlis
7 JANUARY
9.30am Fowlis
11.15am Muirhead
To celebrate Epiphany –
The Coming Of The Wise Men

ANGEL-FILLED ADVENT
"Wouldn't it be wonderful
if Advent came filled with angels and alleluias?
Wouldn't it be perfect
if we were greeted on these December mornings
with a hovering of heavenly hosts
tuning their harps and brushing up on their fa-la-la's?
Wouldn't it be incredible
if their music filled our waking hours
with the promise of peace on earth
and if each Advent night we dreamed of nothing but goodwill?
Wouldn't we be ecstatic
if we could take those angels shopping,
or trim the tree, or have them hold our hands
and dance through our houses decorating?
And oh, how glorious it would be
to sit in church next to an angel
and sing our hark-the-heralds!
What an Advent that would be!
What Christmas spirit we could have!
An angel-filled Advent has so many possibilities!
But in lieu of that,
perhaps we can give thanks
for the good earthly joys we have been given
and for the earthly "angels" that we know
who do such a good job of filling
our Advent with alleluias!
Ann Weems from Kneeling in Bethlehem,
Let’s give thanks for all the wonderful angels that surround us – not only at Christmas but
throughout the year. Those who have heard the Gospel message and who pass it on through
their caring, their sharing and their love.
And may we try to be angels to each other.
Grace and peace,

Donna

ISOBEL BROWN’S RETIREMENT
DESERT ISLAND HYMNS
I did enjoy my opportunity to be a Castaway, on a Desert Island, for one Sunday evening in July –
although I am not sure that being “cast away” would always be a good experience.
It was exciting to be asked to choose 5 or 6 hymns which have had meaning in my life. There are
so many hymns that I love, some for the memories they evoke, and others for the riches of faith they
reveal. Different friends said to me they were surprised that I did not have this or that hymn in my
selection, but I could have had you singing there till summer dusk. Yes, it was a lovely evening, the
Church filled with enthusiastic singers.
I shall treasure the album of great photographs Ken took. It is not often you see pictures of a
congregation, mouths open, eyes bright, as they sing well loved, well known Hymns from a screen.
My thanks to Donna, Graeme, and the ladies who provided and served the excellent supper.
I was delighted with the gifts you gave me. It was a very happy and emotional evening for myself and
my family.
In the meantime, I have been helping the new minister in Sidlaw Parish who has three Services on
two Sundays of the month.
I have more time now to choose whether to be active or lazy, to spend time with Jim, or to walk our
wee dog.
I just loved the years as Attached Reader in our Parishes, I have learned so much and made many
good friends.
Thank you all, Isobel.

CAROL SINGING IN BIRKHILL AND MUIRHEAD
This year we will be raising money for CHAS on Tuesday 19th and Thursday 21st
December 2017.
On Tuesday we will meet at the Caledonia (Servite) Complex at 6.30pm and sing
around Birkhill.
On Thursday we will meet at Muirhead Church at 6.30pm and serenade Muirhead
village.
Waterproof carol booklets and musical accompaniment are provided and there will be
refreshments at the end of each evening for all participants.
Come along to have fun and help raise money for a good cause at the same time!
Don't forget to wrap up warm.
LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD SUNDAY SCHOOL
Come along and join the gang,
We kick off each Sunday with a bang!
Sometimes we make some crazy slime,
While other weeks it’s stilling time.
The morning is always filled with fun,
As we learn about God’s only Son.
So if you are in the 5 and up group
Come along and join our troop.

NOT SUNDAY NOT SCHOOL CLUB
Our club for primary school children has
returned.
We now meet in MUIRHEAD CHURCH
HALL on Mondays 3.30 until 4.45
All welcome.
This session we are looking at stories
from the Old Testament.
Join us for some fun and friendship.

We always learn through love and smiles
So please come see and stay a while.

Margaret, Margaret and Isabel

Lindsay

FOWLIS AND LIFF SUNDAY SCHOOL
The Sunday school are putting on their nativity play on Sunday 17th December in Fowlis
church at 9.30a.m. We hope you will come and support the children.
Margaret

Look at the hats – such fun!

Across the generations!

Some super craft ideas from Wendy

Simon (Jenny)
organised the games

A welcome break for the Catering Team

Don’t stand in the jelly!

TIMES OF SUNDAY WORSHIP
On Sundays services of worship take place in St Marnock’s Church Fowlis at 9.30am and in
Muirhead Church at 11.15am.
We try to keep to this pattern but when we have Messy Church which takes place in Fowlis Village
Hall at 9.30am we have a joint traditional service at 11.15am. The venue for this alternates between
St Marnock’s Church Fowlis and Muirhead Church.
Here is a list of the dates when this will be happening.
MESSY CHURCH

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

FOWLIS VILLAGE HALL AT 9.30am

JOINT SERVICE AT 11.15am

14 January 2018

St Marnock’s Church Fowlis

25 February 2018

Muirhead Church

29 April 2018

St Marnock’s Church Fowlis

3 June 2018

Muirhead Church

23 September 2018

St Marnock’s Church Fowlis

21 October 2018

Muirhead Church

9 December 2018

St Marnock’s Church Fowlis

As we try to have joint services to celebrate Easter and Christmas, as well as in the summer months,
we do try to keep you updated via the Orders of Service and on our Web page.

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

The Annual Sunday School Beetle Drive will take place on
Saturday January 20th 2018 in Fowlis hall at 7p.m.
Adults £2 and children £1.50.
Refreshments provided
This is a very popular event so we suggest you get your tickets as soon as they are on sale!
*****Saturday 24 March 2018
Easter Fun Day
Millennium Hall*****
Holiday Club-type Activities but this time EVERYONE is welcome!
*****Saturday 12 May 2018
*****Saturday 26 May 2018

Fowlis & Liff Plant Sale Coffee Morning*****
Lundie & Muirhead Plant Sale*****

TALENT WALL APPEAL
Our churches can only attempt all they do through the amazing talents of those who support us.
We’re always on the lookout for people being willing to help out in any way they can so in the
summer we organized a Talent Wall where folks from church and community,
young and old, could celebrate their talents and offer them to be used by the church.
We had a fantastic response and thank everyone who took part.
Don’t worry if you haven’t yet heard from us,
we’ll just be waiting for the right opportunity when you can help out.

Open Studio
Many thanks again for the support during the Perthshire Open studios event.
I met many new faces and many church members who came in and enjoyed
seeing my newest pieces.
I look forward to seeing you all next year.
Fiona Russell

RETREAT DAYS
More than twenty people attended the Retreat Days at Bankfoot Church Centre throughout 2017.
It was a new experience for most but soon after the beginning of the day it was possible to see
people beginning to relax and enjoy the experience.
The days were thoughtfully prepared and ably led by the Rev Dr Valerie Allen who is very
experienced in this type of activity.
Here are the thoughts of some of those who attended

I wasn't quite sure what to expect
at first, and then I started to relax
and become happy with the
surroundings
and of course the people.
The day was lovely and I felt I was
calm and now look at situations
differently….

BUILDINGS GROUP
The Kirk Sessions of both Fowlis & Liff and Lundie & Muirhead are very aware of the pressures of
trying to effectively be the church in the 21st century whilst having to maintain and work in buildings
that were designed for other eras. As beautiful as our church buildings are they need to be
appropriate for being the church today.
Over the past few decades we have seen a significant drop in the number of people worshipping on a
Sunday morning and the question of whether we still need four buildings within the linked parishes
has to be addressed.
We also have a manse built in the 1840’s which poses its own difficulties when it comes to heating
and maintenance.
The Sessions have therefore set up a joint Buildings Group made up of members from both parishes.
They will review the current situation and seek advice from The General Trustees, the department of
the Church of Scotland with expertise in Fabric matters. They will report back to the Kirk Sessions
who will then be able to reflect and make any necessary recommendations.
Please note that before any church building can be permanently closed, a decision has to be taken at
a Congregational Meeting.
This work is made increasingly difficult as there are so many factors to be considered – the financial
drain of each building on funds; the need to assess how each building can contribute to the life of our
local church; consideration of the patterns of worship within the charge; the physical state of the
individual buildings and their potential for future development.
The Kirk Sessions have put a limit of two years for the consideration of this matter but it is hoped that
proposals will be brought to the table well within that time.
Please keep the work of this group in your prayers.

Our oldest member at Lundie & Muirhead – Jean MacFarlane

CHURCH REGISTER
BAPTISMS
Lundie & Muirhead
3rd December 2017
Eleanor Annie Arbuckle
daughter of Anne & Michael
Lundie Castle Farm
3rd December 2017
Joshua Harry George Hewitt
Jessica Barbara Hewitt
Amelia Roselyn Hewitt
Children of Cheryl and Simon,
Birkhill
MARRIAGES
Lundie & Muirhead
Derek Ford and Adam Stewart, Leeds
WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING
NEW MEMBERS
Through Public Profession of Faith
Lundie & Muirhead
Cheryl and Simon Hewitt, Birkhill

DUNDEE
FOODBANK
Please help by purchasing items
from the priority item list below.
Collection point in both churches
UHT Milk

Tinned Fruit
Coffee
Tinned Vegetables
Biscuits
Toiletries – toothpaste/brushes;
soap; shampoo etc
Babies Nappies

Baby Wipes
Sugar
Tinned Desserts
Tinned meat
Pet food also welcome

L&M RETIRING OFFERINGS:
Mary’s Meals £218
Scottish Charity Air Ambulance £96
HIV Souper Sunday:
£100
Harvest RSABI:
£214

Members of the community are
invited to join with members of the
church in supporting this
worthwhile project.
Please leave donations in either church.

The Minister, Office Bearers and members of
Fowlis & Liff and Lundie & Muirhead Parish Churches
take this opportunity to wish
everyone in our communities
a joyous and blessed Christmas

MAGAZINE RUNNING COSTS
We had some challenges during the past year with the cost of producing our magazine in colour.
Because of this it is actually a week later than usual in being produced – sorry!.
The Christmas edition which goes out to all the communities in our parishes needs a print run of
almost 1900 copies! We wish to express grateful thanks to a member of Lundie & Muirhead Kirk
Session for an extremely generous donation towards the cost of producing this edition of the
magazine. Thank you!

Our next edition of the magazine will be published at
the end of March. We’d love to have ideas from you about what you want in it – or maybe a
contribution!
Have you got good news to share – any special celebrations?
As editor I would be delighted to hear from you.
Please send it to me by Sunday 4thMarch 2018.
Bill Nicoll Tel 580358 Email: william.nicoll@virgin.net

Ash Chimney Services
Open Fires and Wood Burning Stove Flues Cleaned
Chimney Pots, Guards, Caps and Cowls Fitted
Call Simon on:
01382-580245
Fowlis & Liff Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC002792
Lundie and Muirhead Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC001085

