CONTACT DETAILS
MINISTER
Rev Donna Hays

Tel 580210

ATTACHED READER
Mrs Isobel Brown

Tel 580545

EASTER WORSHIP
SESSION CLERK F&L
Bill Horspool

Tel 360478

SESSION CLERK L&M
Morag Jones

14 April Good Friday
12.30pm Muirhead Church
Tel 581968

16 April Easter Day
8am Sonrise Service Lundie
followed by breakfast in hall

Tel 580129

11am St Marnock‟s Fowlis
Easter Celebration
23 April Messy Church Easter
10am Fowlis Hall
(11am Traditional Service Muirhead Church)

TREASURER L&M
Gillian Pritchard

13 April Maundy Thursday
7.30pm Muirhead Church

Tel 585311

TREASURER F&L
Ian Jackson

9 April Palm Sunday
9am Lundie; 10am Fowlis; 11.30am Muirhead

EASTER PRAYER
LET US PRAY
This is the day the Lord has made
the day hope comes striding from an empty tomb
the day joy comes dancing through grief and pain
With glad and thankful hearts
we join with Christian people the world over
and with the saints in heaven
to bless You for the dying and undying love
of our Saviour Christ
for the Lord is risen
he is risen indeed
Wherever conflict flares
roll back the stone
and let Your people find peace
in the triumph of the Prince of Peace
Wherever Your people are oppressed
roll back the stone
and let Your people find freedom
in the good news of an empty tomb.
Wherever Your people are sick, mourning or in need
roll back the stone
and let this day of Resurrection
bring healing, comfort and hope
For a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in the rising to life of life itself
our Saviour Christ
Hallelujah
Amen
Easter prayer from the Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland,
the Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr.
This prayer first appeared in the April edition of Life and Work

EASTER POEM
When I say, "I am a Christian"
by Carol Wimmer
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I'm not shouting, "I‟ve been saved!"
I'm whispering, "I get lost!
That's why I chose this way".
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I don't speak with human pride
I'm confessing that I stumble Needing God to be my guide
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I'm not trying to be strong
I'm professing that I'm weak
And pray for strength to carry on.
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I'm not bragging of success
I'm admitting that I've failed
And cannot ever pay the debt.
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I don't think I know it all
I submit to my confusion
Asking humbly to be taught.
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I'm not claiming to be perfect
My flaws are all too visible
But God believes I'm worth it.
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I still feel the sting of pain
I have my share of heartache,
Which is why I seek His name.
When I say, "I am a Christian"
I do not wish to judge
I have no authority...
I only know I'm loved

Instead of organising house to house collections during Christian Aid Week, we
support Christian Aid through our donations collected following worship when
we are enjoying tea, coffee or soup.
This year however when we mark Christian Aid week we have the opportunity
to support the charity through our prayers. Christian Aid has produced a
Seven-Day Devotional which has a reading, a short reflection and a
response for use each day from 14 – 20 May.
Please make sure you pick up your copy available in the vestibule of the
churches.

From the Minister
Many of you will have read the recent newspaper articles concerning the current situation with
churches in the Presbytery of Dundee. There are quite a number of ministers in Presbytery who
have recently retired or followed a call to a different role within the church. A vacancy has
always been a challenging time for congregations but charges can now be without a minister for
a lengthy period. For a vacancy, an Interim Moderator is appointed to moderate the Kirk
Session and work with the Nominating Committee, helping and guiding them in their search for a
new minister. A Locum is also appointed to conduct worship and do the pastoral work in the
parish, visiting, funerals etc. I have been appointed to be Interim Moderator at St David’s High
Kirk as their minister, the Rev Marion Paton, retires on 30th April. Thankfully a Locum has also
now been appointed but we had to go as far as Kirriemuir to find a retired minister to do this
role. We are at the point in Dundee where virtually all the retired ministers and Readers are
being used and it is very difficult to find anyone free to conduct services.
The current situation in the Presbytery of Dundee is simply reflecting the national trend. The
Church of Scotland has around 1000 charges but only around 850 ministers! Another rather
frightening statistic is that around three quarters of ministers at present are aged fifty and
over! What the church will look like in ten / fifteen years time is a question that must be on our
minds. However we also need to acknowledge that membership in the church is falling and we
probably do not need the number of charges we have been used to. This of course will mean a
big re-think and not only for those churches that are vacant at present but for all of us.
It is something that both Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions have had concerns about for some
time and they are looking at various ways of trying to address the situation. No easy task!
However, as bleak as all this sounds, we are people of faith. We have been given the gift of
hope through our Lord and Saviour and we believe in a God who loves us so very much. As John
put it in his Gospel “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not die but have eternal life.”
The Easter message is that, even
after
death,
there
is
resurrection. And the Easter
message resonates down the
centuries and can bring a special
meaning to all who are feeling at
their most vulnerable. The truth
of the resurrection for Christians
is a message of hope. So let us
live as Easter people – in hope and
in love!
Grace and peace

Donna

SPRING
IN THE MANSE GARDEN

Fowlis & Liff Church

PLANT SALE and COFFEE MORNING
SATURDAY 13th MAY
Fowlis Hall
10am – 12 noon
Plants, Cake & Candy, Tombola, Books, Games, Raffle, Usual Stalls

Mark it in your diary NOW!
Wednesday 19th July
Manse Garden
2pm – 4pm

Millennium Hall, Birkhill
Mon Aug 7th to Fri Aug 11th
10 am - 12 noon
All Primary age children welcome
(children need to have completed P1)
Bible Stories, Songs, Drama,
Craft, Games, Snack
£1.50 per day

Go on – spoil yourself!

Registration details will be available later

LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD
PLANT SALE AND COFFEE MORNING
Muirhead Church Hall
Saturday 27th May, 2016

10.00 – 12.00
Tickets £3
Donations of plants and/or baking much appreciated

Lucy Moore, Founder of Messy Church
.

Three of us had a great day at THE JUMP MINISTRY CONFERENCE in Aberdeen.
It was packed with great teaching, worship, networking, workshops, and so much more!
The main speaker was Lucy Moore, founder of Messy Church,
an incredibly enthusiastic and motivational communicator.
We engaged in workshops with diverse topics like Creatively Communicating
with Primary-Aged Children (which had a wonderful spot with puppets!)
Faith in the Home, Overcoming Obstacles and Quick-fire Quiz Ideas
as well as one on Messy Values and Parent and Toddler Groups

Out of the Box Puppet Ministry

Carol Singers serenading Birkhill and
Muirhead raised £637 for Dundee
Disabled Children – Thanks to all!

Christmas
Memories

Grateful thanks…
to the Husband Family from East Adamston for
their donation of the Christmas Tree at Lundie
and for all those who use their gifts to decorate
all the Churches so beautifully for our Christmas
worship

CHRISTMAS APPEAL – THANKS!
16th January 2017
Dear Friends at Fowlis & Liff and Lundie & Muirhead
Churches,
Thank you so much for the incredibly generous donation
that you gave to Eagles Wings Trust. We are so grateful
for your support of the work that we do with the homeless
and those in need in Dundee.
The lead up to Christmas was a busy time for us. We had
a rather cold and wet sponsored „sleep out‟ in Dundee
“They that wait upon the Lord shall rise up on wings like eagles”
city centre at the beginning of December when some of
our volunteers and service users slept rough for a night
to raise both funds and awareness. We also held a Christmas meal at our drop in with about 40 men
and women having a 3 course Christmas dinner served by our staff and volunteers. It was a big
success.
Unfortunately our jiffy van had a few problems over the festive period so was off the road for some
nights. It has now been repaired and we are now back to normal service! The drop in and the soup
kitchen continue to be busy- we are so grateful to our faithful volunteers who meet each person with
warmth, love and acceptance.
Our Lord is at the heart of everything we do and we try to lead those who come along to Him by
showing his love and care. We are so thankful for your continued prayerful support.
Thank you so much again and blessings for 2017
Yours in Christ
Alison
Mike, Fee, Ricky, Alison, Kirsty and all at Eagles Wings Trust

Kate McDonald is the Church of Scotland
Mission Partner based at St Andrew‟s Church
in Tiberius and she is also the Associate
Minister of St Andrew‟s Church in Jerusalem.
Dundee Presbytery is one of her two Partner
Presbyteries and we are delighted to hear that
she will be visiting with us from the 2nd until the
12th June. She has a number of speaking
engagements at various churches during this
time and if you would like to hear something of
her life and work in the Holy Land then please
let Donna know and she will give you details.

You can find more about Kate and the
amazing experiences she is having on the
following link: revisedontology.com She has
BLYTHSWOOD CARE – SHOEBOX APPEAL
Smiles from two children in Hungary
Makes it all so worthwhile

regular posts on this site as well as „More
about Me‟ and links to her partner letters – all
fascinating reading! Please keep her in your
prayers.

THE GUILD
Thus far, we have had a good season and there is still time for you to come along to the remaining
two meetings of the year. The details of these follow:
Wednesday, 26th April, 2017
Caricature Capers presented by Andy Paterson
Wednesday, 24th May, 2017 Outing
You are most welcome to join us for these.
We would also draw your attention to the following item of interest.
CONCERT: our next concert is on Friday 9th June 2017 at 7.30 pm in Fowlis Hall.
This will feature
The Wighton Singers
&
Sheena Wellington
Tickets will be available soon from members but so you do not forget please make a note of this in
your diaries.

HAIL CALEDONIA!
Caledonia, Sheltered Housing Complex, Birkhill,
was built in 1985. Martin Wellwood, Architect,
and Session Clerk at Lundie and Muirhead
Churches at that time, was involved in the
design. Situated at the end of Sidlaw Gardens,
the 47 flats and cottages were called “Servite”,
and indeed, that name is still used by the
traditionalists among us.
Apart from the real comfort of the homes within
Caledonia, the convenience of the Launderette,
the lovely garden setting, there is much
Community Activity for the Residents to be part
of.

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
1st Wednesday of the month Millennium
Hall Birkhill 2.00pm
Each month there is a variety of entertaining
items:
music and dance; quizzes; talks;
Strawberry tea.
SOUP LUNCHES
A plate of homemade soup – wonderful!
And such an amazing variety to choose from…
And more often than not, you get more than
one bowl!
Then the shortbread made specially for the
lunches along with tea or coffee and all for
£1.50!
Interested? Think you must be!
The third Thursday of each month at 12.30pm
in the Millennium Hall.

There are Bingo afternoons, tea and toast gettogethers every Friday morning, SeatedExercise Sessions on Wednesdays at 10am,
and a shared Evening Meal monthly. And, of
course, a small team from our Church holds a
Worship Service, also in the Lounge.
We have up to 40 coming along, last Thursday
of the month at 2pm, to a short Act of Worship,
themed around a story, with Hymns and
Prayers. The Worship is Interdenominational,
in fact, we always say our Services are about
Love for God, for Family, for Neighbour.
After Worship, we enjoy tea/coffee and a super
spread of home baking – as Residents and
Friends from the Community exchange news
and chat.
Our February meeting was cancelled because it
had been a very snowy morning, but the
afternoon turned out dry and bright and the lady
who had called the meeting off was not popular!
The Home Baking which our “Tea Lady” had
prepared was put into little packages and
shared around.
We meet on 30th March, no fear of weather
cancellation – well, it is Springtime!
Come
along and join us if you enjoy Friendship and
Community Worship. You are sure of a very
warm welcome, whether you live in Caledonia
or the surrounding Community.
Isobel

Church

Groups

THE FOWLIS AND LIFF
PARISH COFFEE MORNING
The Coffee Morning is held in Fowlis village
hall on the first Friday of every month from
10.30 a.m. until 12 noon.
We have been pleased to see many people
from the parish who bring along friends and
family. Friday Coffee Mornings are always a
friendly affair and we welcome anyone who
lives in the area who wants to get to know the
“new” folk and also meet those with the real
feel of the place.
Do mark the first Friday of the month in your
diary and pop in to the village hall – even if it
is just for ten minutes or so.

NSNS CLUB
We‟ve had a great year with so many of the
children coming back – as well as new faces.
We‟re now finished for this session but will let
you know when we re-start in October.

Two very special anniversaries have been celebrated lately
Arnott and Rose Burry had their Diamond Anniversary as they’ve
been married for 60 years and for
Graeme and Jessie Tarbet it was the celebration of 50 years of married
life – their Golden Wedding
And a special birthday within our church family
Edith Baillie was 90 at the end of February!
Our warmest thoughts and wishes are sent to you all!

NEW MEMBER CLASS

CHURCH REGISTER

Would you like to become a full member
of the church?
Perhaps you are hoping to have your child
baptised – membership is a requirement for
at least one parent under Church Law.

BAPTISMS
Fowlis & Liff
15th March 2017
Ben Charles McDowall
Son of Morag and Paul McDowall Dundee

Perhaps you have just reached that stage in
your faith journey when you feel you want to.
Perhaps you are just at the right time / stage
in your life

DEATHS
Lundie & Muirhead
Doris Mitchell Quarry Road Muirhead
Edith Japp Benvie House Dundee
Elsie Brown Loch of Liff Road Liff

Perhaps you‟re just thinking about it and want
to discuss it more fully…

Fowlis & Liff
Elizabeth Keith Den Cottage Liff
Derek Perry Coupar Angus Road Birkhill

I am here, ready to answer questions,
give advice and let you know exactly
what happens.
We‟re arranging some classes to take place
around May/June – at a time and place
to suit YOU!
Please get in touch with Donna – 580210 or
email dmhays32@aol.com

WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW
MEMBER
Fowlis & Liff
Mrs Fiona Russell Fowlis Cottages, Fowlis

New for Old
Local folk of a certain age still talk wistfully of the
dances held in Liff School Hall in the 1940s, 50s and
60s. These regular events were overseen, in the
strictest manner, by Mr David Gorrie, Headmaster of
the School from 1939 to 1972. People talk of the fun
and friendship shared at the “Liff Dances” and
exchange memories of Mr Gorrie, deftly weaving his
way in and out of the dancing couples, sprinkling
“Slipperene” on the gnarled, knotted floorboards.
Well, the memories linger on, and some of the relationships formed during waltzes and schottisches
still satisfy and support, but the old hall has seen a wonderful transformation over this last year.
This original 1812 School, once housing (schooling) over 100 children in that schoolroom/hall, has
been taken back, inside, to the original stone. It always enjoyed so much daylight, but now the hall
is radiant with newly plastered walls and the ceiling, lifted into the attic space. Gone are the original
old waist-high cupboards that lined the walls. In these cupboards in 1973, the children found, amidst
much stour, the patriotic flags and fraying bunting used to celebrate VE Day in 1945! The pupils
then used these to re-enact the historical event.
There is an excellent new polished wood floor, where the children can sit without risk of splinter or
skelf!
Now, there has to be a sermon in all this.
Yes, the old and traditional can be remade, renewed, restored to a fresh beauty which fulfils today‟s
need. So, Liff School Hall sits, as it has done for 205 years, its stone blending naturally into its rural
setting, yet, open the door and you step into a modern space, planned to meet today‟s challenges.
Isobel

Our next edition of the magazine will be published at the end of July
We’d love to have ideas from you about what you want in it – or maybe a contribution!
Have you got good news to share – any special celebrations?
As editor I would be delighted to hear from you.
Please send it to me by Sunday 9th July 2017.
Bill Nicoll

Ash Chimney Services
Open Fires and Wood Burning Stove Flues Cleaned
Chimney Pots, Guards, Caps and Cowls Fitted
Call Simon on:
01382-580245
Fowlis & Liff Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC002792
Lundie and Muirhead Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC001085

