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SEASONAL SERVICES    
SUNDAY DECEMBER 7 

9am  Lundie Gift Service 
11.30am   Muirhead Gift Service 

An opportunity to donate toys  
for underprivileged children.  
SUNDAY DECEMBER 21 

Sunday School Presentations  
10am Liff 

11.30am Muirhead 

THE FOLLOWING ARE ALL JOINT SERVICES 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 14 

Service of Quiet and Reflection 
2pm       Muirhead Church 

for those facing Christmas without a loved one, 
especially for the first time, or for those who find 

Christmas a difficult time. 
 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 
6.30pm    Family Service in Lundie Church 
11.15pm Watchnight Service in Liff Church 

DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
11am  Family Service in Muirhead Church 
including a celebration of Holy Communion 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28 
Lessons & Carols 

11am      Liff Church 

SUNDAY JANUARY 4 
Service for Epiphany 

The coming of the Wise Men 
11am Muirhead Church 

JANUARY 11 - usual worship times 
9am Lundie;   10am Fowlis;  11.30am Muirhead 

Soon daylight stole upon us and France was France once more. 
With sad farewells we each began to settle back to war. 
But the question haunted every heart that lived that wondrous night: 
"Whose family have I fixed within my sights?" 
 
'Twas Christmas in the trenches where the frost so bitter hung. 
The frozen fields of France were warmed as songs of peace were 
sung. 
For the walls they'd kept between us to exact the work of war, 
Had been crumbled and were gone forevermore. 
 
My name is Francis Toliver, in Liverpool I dwell, 
Each Christmas come since World War, I I've learned its lessons 
well, 
That the ones who call the shots won't be among the dead and 
lame, 
And on each end of the rifle we're the same. 
 
 

    
 

 
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2014 

A big Thank You to all the folk in our community, who very kindly 
contributed help and support to the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal this 
year. 
 
On Thursday 6th November, we delivered 69 shoe boxes, along with 
filler items, donations of money and knitted goods to Perth North 
Church halls. 
 
After a custom’s check, the boxes are transported to Eastern 
Europe, where they will be distributed to orphanages, hospitals, 
schools and poor communities in time for Christmas   

 
23 

  



CHRISTMAS IN THE TRENCHES 
My name is Francis Toliver, I come from Liverpool. 
Two years ago the war was waiting for me after school. 
To Belgium and to Flanders, to Germany to here, 
I fought for King and country I love dear. 
 
'Twas Christmas in the trenches,where the frost so bitter hung. 
The frozen fields of France were still, no Christmas song was sung. 
Our families back in England were toasting us that day, 
Their brave and glorious lads so far away. 
 
I was lying with my messmate on the cold and rocky ground, 
When across the lines of battle came a most peculiar sound. 
Says I, "Now listen up, me boys!" each soldier strained to hear, 
As one young German voice sang out so clear. 
 
"He's singing bloody well, you know!" my partner says to me. 
Soon, one by one, each German voice joined in harmony. 
The cannons rested silent, the gas clouds rolled no more, 
As Christmas brought us respite from the war. 
 
As soon as they were finished and a reverent pause was spent, 
"God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen" struck up some lads from Kent. 
The next they sang was "Stille Nacht," "'Tis 'Silent Night,'" says I, 
And in two tongues one song filled up that sky. 
 
"There's someone coming towards us!" the front line sentry cried. 
All sights were fixed on one lone figure trudging from their side. 
His truce flag, like a Christmas star, shone on that plain so bright, 
As he bravely strode unarmed into the night. 
 
Then one by one on either side walked into No Man's Land, 
With neither gun nor bayonet we met there hand to hand. 
We shared some secret brandy and wished each other well, 
And in a flare lit soccer game we gave 'em hell. 
 
We traded chocolates, cigarettes, and photographs from home. 
These sons and fathers far away from families of their own. 
Young Sanders played his squeezebox and they had a violin, 
This curious and unlikely band of men. 

22 

From the Minister… 
Mary stored these things up in her heart and thought 

deeply about them. (Luke 2: 19) 
It must have been an exciting time for Mary, that night 
that Jesus was born – not only giving birth and holding her 
child for the first time, but so much more. The memory of 
the angel telling her this child was the Son of God; the 
desperate journey to Bethlehem and the search for a place 
to stay; the coming of the shepherd with their account of 
the angels appearing to them – she could so easily have 
been swept along by the tide of events. But Mary took 
time to be still and she stored it all in her heart and 
reflected on what God had done in her life 
. 
Do we do that today? Christmas is such an exciting, busy 
time for most of us. A time for partying and celebrating, 
for giving and receiving, laughing and making merry – and 
why not? It all brings welcome happiness in the bleakness 
of winter. And yet, how many of us pause to reflect on 
what it is all about, on what and why we are actually 
celebrating. Do we ponder on what God has done for us 
through the birth of Jesus. 
 
Make time for fun and celebration, but, above all, make 
time to think about the real meaning of Christmas, for 
then you will really have something worth getting excited 
about. 
May God’s blessing be with you all 
 this Christmas and in the coming year 
 

Donna   3 



 
First   MESSY CHURCH took place on 23rd November in 

Fowlis Hall. 
What a great turn out!  

Not sure if folks enjoyed the activities,  
the singing or the story most… 

maybe it was the toast and all the different spreads! 
Wonderful to see such a wide range of age groups coming 

together and enjoying church – a different kind of church yes, 
but CHURCH! 

Here’s what some folk thought: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next MESSY CHURCH – January 25 Fowlis Hall at 10am 

Good Neighbours!  
4 

Here is a picture for you to colour 
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Well done all. Excellent A great 'first' 

We loved our first Messy Church 
and can’t wait for the next one! 

        It was great and the kids loved it.  Roll on 25 January 



CHURCH REGISTER 
BAPTISM 
 

 
 
MARRIAGE 

 
 
DEATHS   

 
 
WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS: 
By Public Profession of Faith 
LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD 
Lewis Duncan   Postbox Road   Birkhill 
Lynne Duncan   Postbox Road   Birkhill 
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We would like to share with you an article that recently 
appeared on the Church of Scotland website: 
 
KIRK POVERTY CAMPAIGNER REFLECTS ON VATICAN 
VISIT 
12 November 2014 
Martin Johnstone, the Church of Scotland's Priority Areas 
Secretary, recently attended the first Global Meeting of Popular 
Movements hosted by the Vatican in Rome. Here he reflects on his 
visit..  
It was an extraordinary week, spent in the company of cardinals and 
peasant farmers, waste-pickers and academics, slum-dwellers and 
priests. About 150 of us gathered from every corner of the earth. 
There was a deliberate bias towards the global south. The majority 
knew about the struggle against poverty as a daily reality. It was, as 
Pope Francis so graphically put it, 'the mud in which they lived out 
their lives.' 
We were there at the invitation of the Pontifical Council of Justice 
and Peace and at the instigation of the Pope. We spent several 
hours in his company. He listened to us and we listened to him. As 
the group celebrated Mass in St Peter's Basilica with a huge refuge 
collection trolley beside the altar, it felt like a symbol that the poor 
are truly first in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Again and again I was struck and challenged by people's courage. I 
was struck by the Holy Father's courage as he seeks to lead the 
Catholic Church into a deeper sense of the joy of the Gospel 
witnessed so often in the lives of the poor. He reflected on how 
some were calling him a Communist but he was simply trying to 
follow Jesus. 
I was inspired by the courage of an extra-ordinary woman from New 
Delhi who spoke about her life as a waste-picker, about the 
difference she was making in her community and for her family. I 
was inspired by slum-dwellers who spoke of standing against the 
evil that would cut off their water supply, bulldoze their homes and 
drive them from their land. I felt incredibly humbled in the company 
of campesinos (peasant-farmers) who sang, cried and laughed as 
they shared their struggle against multinationals raping and 
destroying their land in the name of progress. 
Perhaps the one moment in the entire trip that will live with me for  
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MUIRHEAD CHURCH 
16 NOVEMBER 
Owen James son of Lewis & Lynne 
Duncan Post Box Road Birkhill  

FOWLIS & LIFF 
Steven Salmean Osprey View Piperdam  
 

 
If you want to keep up with our events and activities, 

please use the web site  
www.churches-flandlm.co.uk 

or our Facebook Page 
Rev Donna at flandlm 



the rest of my life was the words of one Guatemalan Bishop. 'The 
Church in Guatemala,' he said, 'has already opted for the poor, all 
the way to martyrdom.' 
It would be easy to imagine that this was a sombre and difficult 
gathering. The opposite was the case. There was much laughter, 
huge creativity and a great deal of joyful singing and dancing. We 
were completely committed to people's struggle for land, for homes 
and for work but we also knew how to enjoy one another's 
company. 
I have been changed and challenged by the people I have met. I 
have come back more acutely aware of the awfulness of human 
suffering and the joy of solidarity. As someone who has spent my 
entire ministry in what the Church of Scotland calls priority areas - 
the economically poorest parts of Scotland - I know that some of 
that suffering also exists in our nation and in our communities. I 
hope that I will have greater courage not only to personally 
challenge such profound injustice but also to encourage the Church 
to live out the Gospel more prophetically 
 
 

FOWLIS & LIFF 
WORSHIP SERVICES 2015 

Our services alternate between two churches:  
St Marnock’s Fowlis and Liff Church.  

Services are at 10am 
 January    Fowlis   July      Liff 
 February   Fowlis   August    Liff 
 March       Liff   Sept      Fowlis 
 April       Fowlis   October   Liff 
 May       Fowlis   Nov      Fowlis 
 June       Liff   Dec      Fowlis 
 
Notices outside the churches will give details of joint services 
with Lundie & Muirhead or see the web site for latest news 
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CHURCH GROUPS FOR ALL AGES 
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FUN FOR THE YOUNGER ONES! 
Sunday School 
Fowlis Church at 10a.m 
Muirhead Church at 11.15 
 
Not Sunday Not School Club 
Millennium Hall Birkhill 
Mondays during term time  
3.30 – 4.45pm 
 

  SOCIAL GROUPS  
  Soup Lunches     
 3rd Thursday of the month 12.30pm    
Millennium Hall Birkhill  
 
Monthly Coffee Morning  
1st Friday of the month 10.30 – 12 noon  
Fowlis Village Hall 
 
FRIENDSHIP GROUP   
1st Wednesday of the month 2.00pm 
 Millennium Hall Birkhill  
 
THE GUILD     
4th Wednesday of the month   2pm 
Session House, Fowlis    

WORSHIP and FELLOWSHIP 

Caledonian Housing Complex  
(formerly Servite) 

Last Thursday of month   
2pm 



THE GUILD 
Thus far, we have had a very good season but there is still time for 
you to come along to the remaining meetings. Everyone is 
welcome. 
  
There are two meetings left in this calendar year on Wednesday 
28th November 2012 and Wednesday 14th December 2012 that 
could be of interest to you. 
Our fund raising concert by CARAIDEAN   on 12th September 2014 
was greatly appreciated by all who attended and raised about £400 
for National Guild Projects. Thanks to everyone involved. 
  
The programme for January to May 2015 is shown below: 
Wednesday 28th January 2015:   Burns Songs Mairi McAra 
Wednesday 25th February 2015:  Sue Allen’s Holiday 
Friday, 6th March, 2015:   World Day of Prayer 
Wednesday, 25th March 2015:  Childhood Memories 

from Members of the Guild 
Wednesday, 23rd April 2015:        The Guild Annual Theme  

“A World to Serve” 
May, 2015:      Outing date to be arranged 
Do come and join us. 
 

LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD 
WEEKLY FREE-WILL OFFERING ENVELOPES… 
… “By using these I commit to giving a regular amount each week.”   
… “If I miss a week, I can make it up the next time.”  
…”This kind of giving allows the planning of Church finances better,  

because it gives an accurate picture of how much money is     
coming in.” 

 
WFO Envelopes are now available for 2015. If you would like to 
start by giving in this way, please contact Morag Jones Tel 585311, 
e mail -morag631@yahoo.co.uk and she will make the necessary 
arrangements or explain the scheme to you 
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CAROL-SINGERS, MINCE PIES  
AND COLLECTORS NEEDED! 

 

Our annual carol singing will take place on Tuesday 16th and 
Thursday 18th December 2014. On Tuesday we will meet at the 
Caledonia (Servite) Complex at 6.30pm and sing around Birkhill. On 
Thursday we will meet at Muirhead Church at 6.30pm and serenade 
Muirhead village. Waterproof carol booklets and musical 
accompaniment are provided and there should be refreshments at 
the end of each evening for all participants. This year the money will 
be donated to Dundee Disabled Children’s Association (DDCA). We 
have alternated our Christmas fundraising between DDCA and the 
Children’s Hospice Association of Scotland (CHAS) for many years 
and generally raise in excess of £500 per annum for the chosen 
charity. 

Even if you are a reluctant singer, you can be of great help by 
helping to take the collecting cans around the doors during the 
carolling. Come along to have fun and help raise money for a good 
cause at the same time! Don't forget to wrap up warm... We are 
also looking for ‘hosts’ for each of the evenings to provide the 
windswept singers and collectors with soup and mince pies! 
 
Please sign up on the sheet displayed in Muirhead Church Hall from 
the beginning of December.  
For further details contact Ken McAra (01382-580607)  
 
 

FOWLIS AND LIFF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Annual Beetle Drive 

  Fowlis Hall on Saturday January 17 2015 
at 7.00pm 

We hope as many as possible will attend this very 
popular event which raises funds for the Sunday School. 
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Start your Christmas Season 
with  

Carols and Brass 
featuring  

Dundee Instrumental Band  
 

Bring all the family along for a  
BIG CAROL SING 

Something for every age! 
 

MUIRHEAD CHURCH 
SUNDAY 7 DECEMBER at 6.30pm 

Festive Refreshments 
Admission Free 

Donations can be made to  
Dundee Instrumental Band  
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Here is a crossword for young children . 
Use the pictures to guess the clue 
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www.muirheadbirkhillmillenniumhall.org.uk 
 
The Muirhead and Birkhill Millennium Hall Committee urgently need 
your help. The Hall is run by a group of dedicated volunteers, some 
of whom have been volunteering since the conception of the hall 
and the majority of the executive members have been in their posts 
for over six years. Now we need more help. Extra Committee 
members would be very welcome. In particular the Secretary, 
Booking Secretary and the Maintenance Team need assistants. 
 

It is your Hall, please help us keep it open. 
 

Without more help, the Committee will seriously struggle to keep the 
Hall open. The Hall is well used and its closure would mean 
disappointing the large numbers of children and adults who attend 
groups or classes. 
The Committee have plans to upgrade the facilities to reduce 
running costs and make it more energy-efficient. Resurfacing of the 
car park is also proposed. A grant application is currently in 
progress. We would like to apply to Angus Council for the transfer of 
the land under the Hall and the Hall car park to our ownership under 
the Asset Transfer Scheme. We have to pay ground rent for the 
area and this has risen markedly since the Hall was opened. We 
have passed Stage 1 of the application and the Stage 2 application 
is being compiled. We have to show community support in order to 
progress. 
The Hall Committee would be grateful for whatever time you can 
spare. If you can help, please contact the Committee Secretary at 
MBMHsec@yahoo.co.uk or leave a message on 580806. 
If you wish to show your support for our grant and Asset Transfer 
applications, please contact the Secretary as above or comment via 
our Facebook page. 
The Muirhead and Birkhill Millennium Hall Committee would like to 
wish you a merry Christmas and a happy and peaceful New Year. 
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COME AND JOIN OUR CHOIR! 
Did you know that we have a choir which has members of all ages 
from Fowlis, Liff, Lundie and Muirhead churches? Our group is 
called T5 and we lead the singing at several services across our 
churches each year, often singing short pieces on our own.  There 
is no weekly commitment to attend rehearsals, and members come 
along as often as they are able to. If we are going to be involved in 
a service, we meet about 30 minutes beforehand to have a quick 
rehearsal before the service begins. 
 
If you enjoy singing, please get in touch and we’ll add you to our 
mailing list so that you know when the next T5 performance will be. 
It’s helpful, but not essential, to be able to read or follow music. We 
recently took part in the Harvest services at Liff and Muirhead 
churches, as well as the Remembrance services at Fowlis and 
Muirhead churches. 
For further details  
contact Ken McAra (01382-580607)  
 
ECO-CONGREGATION 
Our churches are considering becoming members of the ECO-
Congregation Network. This means that our environmental activities 
will become part and parcel of all we do.. 
 
A small work group needs to be formed to evaluate where our 
churches environmental work is at present and prepare an action 
plan for the future. Some of the issues that need to be addressed 
are how regular environmental concerns are included in our 
worship, prayer and hymns. One of our main priorities will be to 
create a youth and children’s programme of events and activities 
which can be developed into an all-age opportunity for the whole 
community. Church management, property and land would all be 
reassessed to improve on our current environmental stewardship.  
 
Awareness of our own personal lifestyle will need re-examining 
which will feed through to our community outreach activities and our 
concerns for the world overseas in relation to climate change. 
 
If you have an interest in this vital aspect of our lives, then please 
consider helping us out.  
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Make people laugh this Christmas… 
 

What do snowmen wear on their heads ? 
Ice caps ! 

What's an ig ? 
An eskimo's home without a loo ! 

What do snowmen eat for lunch ? 
Icebergers ! 

Where do snowmen go to dance ? 
Snowballs !  

How do snowmen travel around ? 
By iceicle ! 

What sort of ball doesn't bounce ? 
A snowball ! 
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CALEDONIA WORSHIP 
On the last Thursday of each month, friends and neighbours meet 
in the lounge at the Caledonia (Servite) sheltered housing, Sidlaw 
Gardens, Birkhill 
 
We come together for a short service of themed Worship, then a 
Social time together, with tea, coffee and home baking.   Friends 
from the local Community join with residents of the complex and we 
exchange and update news about each other. It gives us all an 
opportunity to share Worship in an easy, comfortable setting, to talk 
together about local and current issues, and some light hearted chat 
goes down well too. 

The next get-together at the Lounge will be for - 
Christmas Worship 

2pm December 4th  

Carol Singing together, and Children from 
Birkhill School will present Christmas poems 
and songs. 
Then we’ll all enjoy Festive eating! 

2pm January 29th        
Burns in Poetry and Song, 

   with hamely fare 
Please join us on these occasions, you are assured of a 

Warm Welcome, in every way! 
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Shopping List 
 

                                            
.11 

Donations for 
the Food bank 
can be left  
at any of our 
churches  
on a Sunday 
morning 
 
THANK YOU 



For the Man Who Hated Christmas  
It's just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our 
Christmas tree. No name, no identification, no inscription. It has 
peeked through the branches of our tree for the past ten years. 
 
It all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas. Oh, not the 
true meaning of Christmas, but the commercial aspects of it – 
overspending and the frantic running around at the last minute to 
get a tie for Uncle Harry and the dusting powder for Grandma – the 
gifts given in desperation because you couldn't think of anything 
else. 
 
Knowing he felt this way, I decided one year to bypass the usual 
shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I reached for something special 
just for Mike. The inspiration came in an unusual way. 
 
Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was on the wrestling team at 
the school he attended. Shortly before Christmas, there was a 
match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church. These 
youngsters, dressed in trainers so ragged that shoestrings seemed 
to be the only thing holding them together, presented a sharp 
contrast to our boys in their smart blue and gold uniforms and 
sparkling new wrestling shoes.  

As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other team was 
wrestling without headgear, a kind of light helmet designed to 
protect a wrestler's ears. It was a luxury the rag-tag team obviously 
could not afford.  

Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. 
Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly, "I wish just one of 
them could have won," he said. "They have a lot of potential, but 
losing like this could take the heart right out of them." Mike loved 
kids – all kids. He so enjoyed coaching youngsters in all kinds of 
sports. That's when the idea for his present came.  

That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an 
assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes, and sent them  
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anonymously to the inner-city church. On Christmas Eve, I placed a 

mall, white envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I 
had done, and that this was his gift from me.  

Mike's smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year. And 
that same bright smile lit up succeeding years. For each Christmas, 
I followed the tradition – one year sending a group of mentally 
handicapped youngsters to a rugby game, another year a cheque to 
a pair of elderly brothers whose home had burned to the ground the 
week before Christmas, and on and on. 

 
The white envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was 
always the last thing opened on Christmas morning, and our 
children – ignoring their new toys – would stand with wide-eyed 
anticipation as their dad lifted the envelope from the tree to reveal 
its contents. As the children grew, the toys gave way to more 
practical presents, but the small, white envelope never lost its 
allure.  

The story doesn't end there. You see, we lost Mike last year due to 
dreaded cancer. When Christmas rolled around, I was still so 
wrapped in grief that I barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve 
found me placing an envelope on the tree. And the next morning, I 
found it was magically joined by three more. Unbeknown to the 
others, each of our three children had for the first time placed a 
white envelope on the tree for their dad. The tradition has grown 
and someday will expand even further with our grandchildren 
standing to take down that special envelope. 
Mike's spirit, like the Christmas spirit will always be with us 
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