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SEASONAL SERVICES
ZOOM SERVICES
Sundays
13th & 27th December 11am
CHRISTMAS DAY 11am
including celebration of Holy Communion

SERVICES in CHURCH BUILDINGS
St MARNOCK’S FOWLIS
SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER 11am
Gift Service
An opportunity to donate toys for vulnerable children.
Please leave your gift unwrapped.
All gifts MUST be new. Thank you.

MUIRHEAD CHURCH
SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER 2pm
Service of Quiet and Reflection
MUIRHEAD CHURCH
SUNDAY 20th DECEMBER 11am
MUIRHEAD CHURCH
CHRISTMAS EVE 6.30pm
SERVICE for FAMILIES
You need to book a pew!

FROM THE MINISTER…
I think that Bill our Editor would agree that it’s been very strange compiling our Christmas
magazine this year. Usually we are including the many events that have been taking place since
the summer: recounting tales from events and groups; bringing smiles with memories of Holiday
Club or Messy Church events – but not this year!
However we are continuing to be the church. We continue our care and concern for those in
need of a bit of help. We’ve successfully responded to the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal. We’re
repeating our annual call for toys which will be donated to families for whom trying to get
Christmas presents for their children will be a major challenge. And we’d like, through our
Christmas Appeal, to continue our support of the Dundee Foodbank.
So many think if we’re not worshipping in our usual buildings, then there’s no more church.
Nothing could be further from the truth!
Every Sunday morning we worship through Zoom for those who can make it on-line – and the
latest to become a ‘Zoomer’ is 87 years old! We may have to do things differently, but through
our caring and through our worship, we are still being the church. The future may be uncertain
but surely that’s not unusual for followers of Christ. In both the Book of the prophet Isaiah
and in the Book of Revelation we hear God say: "Behold I make all things new." So much of what
we do involves moving into the unknown, never certain about what will happen, but at the heart
of faith is hope and through Christ we are blessed with hope in abundance.
Gone are the days when big numbers meet weekly for Sunday School, but through Messy
Church and Holiday Club we’re still reaching out to youngsters and their families. We’ll be
delivering around sixty Christmas Goodie Bags to our children in the coming month. Who could
have seen this future when we started out with Holiday Club all those years ago?
Through conversations with Presbytery we’re being encouraged to form groups of churches so
that we can work more closely with our neighbouring parishes. We are so pleased for our
neighbours in Invergowrie who were recently blessed by having a couple, Catriona and Marc,
inducted together as their minister. Having chatted with them, I’m sure, as we move into the
future, that there will be a variety of projects where we can work more closely together.
There’s no talk of unions or linkages but we’d like to promote an ethos of working together –
and who knows how far this could spread to other neighbours in the future. This is a future
that has no detail at present, but one that we move into knowing things will be different. With
God beside us we go forward with hope, knowing that we will overcome the challenges and
rejoice in the successes.
This year, so many have been saying that if we’re not gathering together and having large
celebrations, then there will be no Christmas. Nothing could be further from the truth!
Whatever is happening in the world, the Christ Child will be born. Hearts will once again be
open. They will, once more, receive the love and forgiveness and salvation that his birth
brought. That is what Christmas is all about – and Christmas will happen!
I want to close with part of a poem written by Ann Weems. Given that she wrote this many
years ago, it seems to be a prophetic voice

Here’s part of it.
“This Year Will Be Different”.
Let’s not add yet another stress to our Advent days,
that of trying to do Christmas “correctly”!
Instead, let’s approach the birth of our Lord with joyful abandon!
And this year
let’s do what Mary did and rejoice in God,
let’s do what Joseph did and listen to our dreams
let’s do what the Wise Men did and go to worship,
let’s do what the shepherds did and praise and glorify God
for all we’ve seen and heard!
As for the Advent frantic pace, we don’t have time for that.
We’ll be too busy singing!
This year will be different!
May the love, joy and peace of the Christ Child
be with you all at this very special time of year!

Donna
BLYTHSWOOD CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES

Our sincere thanks to everyone who has very kindly helped in any way to make this year's Shoe Box
Appeal such a successful event. We were able to send off an amazing 96 Shoeboxes and in addition
we were able to give filler items, knitted goods and money donations
The shoeboxes that YOU helped to send bring such joy to children and adults in Eastern Europe who
face so many difficulties every day through poverty, illness, disability or other disadvantages, and this
year there’s the distress too caused by the pandemic. You have made such a difference to lives that
are otherwise almost hopeless.
We also say a big Thank You to the ladies who enable this project year on year – Janice who takes
overall responsibility for organising as well as Sue and Morag who so steadfastly help her. Ladies,
you are stars!

HOW I’VE LEARNED TO BE A GOOD FRIEND
(First published in Daily Mail September 3 2020)
Two years ago I was persuaded to sell up and move 500 miles. Circumstances
prevented my family from joining me and I found myself in a rental property
knowing no one. I had two options: sink or swim. I had to choose the latter or a
lonely and isolated retirement stretched ahead. I came up with a plan that
involved identifying all the local resources. I went to everything: the Soup
Lunch, Friendship Group, coffee morning and Women’s Institute, which met
monthly so I knew there was a good community spirit in the area.
The minister at the local kirk took me under her wing – without her I think I
would have sunk.
Some people regarded this Sassenach with suspicion, others made welcoming
overtures out of curiosity and a couple have become very good friends and through them I have
widened my circle.
It took time, but I had more to gain than lose, so I persevered. I joined a writing forum, craft group
and am learning Gaelic. I even went out of my way to get to know my neighbours.
I have found the Scots to be friendly once they have observed me from a distance! My advice to
those who find themselves feeling lonely is that you have to make the effort and turn every calamity –
such as losing your cat or being without heating in the middle of winter – into an opportunity.
My old friends have remained in touch and several have made the long trek North. They think I am
brave to have undergone such an upheaval.
It certainly has not been easy and there have been times when I have felt gloomy. However my motto
is to make a friend you have to be a friend, and I believe this will see me through.
Hazel Vanbergen
MUIRHEAD AND BIRKHILL MILLENNIUM HALL
A note to all community members at this special time of year. Your community hall is run by
community members. It has been well looked after since it’s opening in 2002. Even in these difficult
social times it remains financially secure BUT! The hall cannot remain functional without a committee.
We NEED HELP and would encourage you to come along to our first committee meeting of the New
Year.
WEDNESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 7:30pm (10 meetings in the year)
Please note this important meeting on your calendar.
If you have any questions before the meeting contact number is 07516 919599 and or contact us by
email: enquiries@muirheadbirkhillmillenniumhall.org.uk
If there is no interest from the community in supporting this Hall facility then it’s future will have to be
reviewed following this February meeting.
This is the season of good will, maybe this is an opportunity for you to help locally. Hoping the
community can rally round and save this facility.
Wishing our community an enjoyable and safe Christmas time and a Happy New Year.
From The Hall Committee

Men’s Shed

Brownies

Guides

Rainbows

Exercise & Music classes
Football

Friday night project

Friendship Group

Soup Lunch

ADVENT READINGS
Advent is a season of preparation and waiting for the celebration of Jesus' birth at Christmas.
The term Advent is from the Latin translation of "coming." God's prophecies in the Old Testament
prepared the way for His promise. During December, Christians take part in Advent as a way to
celebrate the promise of the Saviour, Jesus Christ both at birth and looking forward to His return.
During this season, Bible verses that detail the coming of Jesus can prepare our hearts to receive
Christ. Read this Scripture together with your family to celebrate the birth of Jesus!
Advent begins four Sundays before December 25 so this year the First Sunday in Advent is 29th
November.
The following 28 Scriptures can be broken into four weeks with a passage for each day!

WEEK 1

Isaiah 40:9-11

Isaiah 52:7-9

Genesis 3:8-15

Isaiah 40:1-5 Genesis 15:1-6 Deuteronomy 18:15-19
WEEK 2

Isaiah 1:1-10

Malachi 3:1-6
WEEK 3

John 1:1-8

Luke 1:5-13

Luke 1:39-45
WEEK 4
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Luke 1:14-17

Mark 1;1-3

Luke 1:18-25

Luke 1: 57-66

Luke 1:26-35

Luke 2:1-20

Zechariah 6:12 – 13

John 1:9-18

Luke 1: 46-56

Isaiah 7: 10-13

Matthew 1:18-25

Micah 5:2-3

Psalm 89:1-4

Luke 1: 67-80

Isaiah 9:2-7

Matthew 2:1-2

Luke 2:21-35

The Christmas Spirit
is that hope
Which tenaciously clings
To the hearts of the faithful
And announces
In the face
of any Herod the world can produce
And all the inn doors slammed in
our faces
And all the dark nights of our souls
That with God
All things are possible,
That even now
Unto us
A child is born!

LETTER FROM MAGGIE’S DUNDEE
We very much hope you are keeping well and managing to find a way through the
pandemic.
I am writing to you with the hope that you can help to let people know that Maggie’s
Dundee is here for people with cancer and their loved ones at any time.
People with cancer are particularly vulnerable at the moment and for the thousands
of people who are newly diagnosed, who have had treatment delayed or cancelled,
who have felt isolated and lonely and for the families who have lost loved ones,
Maggie’s Dundee is needed more than ever.
‘Many people with cancer have described the last few months as the loneliest time of their lives.
Whilst most of us can take small steps back to normality, people living with cancer are having to
make extremely difficult ongoing decisions: weighing up the benefit of seeing a loved one against the
risk of developing a potentially life limiting infection’
Karen McKinnon – Centre Head, Maggie’s Dundee
I have also included a few fundraising ideas in case you wanted to do something to help us and,
hopefully they are fun ideas for you all to get involved with.
•
•
•
•

Virtual Carol Concert
Online Fundraising Collection
Step – count competition
Craft and Bake Sale

As you know, all the funds needed to run Maggie’s Dundee come from charitable donations, usually
through the events we hold. Despite our efforts to be more and more creative with our planned
events, most have had to be cancelled to comply with government regulations. Those events we
have run online have not been supported as well as the usual physical events. Despite all our cost
reduction and fundraising efforts we have a gap of £170,000 to cover our centre costs.
We also have fundraising materials available such as banners, balloons and collection tins. If you
would like any of these for your fundraising please get in touch and we can organise that for you.
If you would like to be more involved or have any questions, please call myself or another member of
our team on 01382 496 384, email dundeefundraising@maggiescentres.org , or visit the centre.
Kindest regards,
Victoria
Victoria Bongiorno
Centre Fundraising Organiser Dundee

We are very grateful to our printers, Tradeprint Dundee for their generous discount for the
printing of this edition of our magazine.
In acknowledging that Charities such as ourselves are having a hard time during the
pandemic, they wrote offering to help with any live projects we had at the moment.
We believe that our Christmas magazine, which we try to deliver to each home in the Parishes
of Fowlis, Liff, Lundie and Muirhead, is a boost for our communities but also a giant
undertaking for ourselves.
Thanks Tradeprint for your help and encouragement!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE FOR FAMILIES
Each family will be given a socially-distanced
pew but these would have to be booked as
space in the church is limited.
However we would love for families to have
this special way to welcome Christmas.
Please contact Donna to book a pew

GIFT SERVICE
We like to think about others at Christmas
time and so towards the beginning of
December, this year it is Sunday 6th
December, we give an opportunity for people
to bring along a present for those children
and families who might otherwise not have
much in the way of gifts.
As some of you are not comfortable joining
together in worship at this time, Muirhead
Church will be open to receive gifts on
Wednesday 9th December from 10am – 3pm.
Please leave your gift unwrapped.
Thank you.

CHRISTMAS APPEAL –
DUNDEE FOODBANK
At our services on 20th December and 3rd
January we will have a Retiring Offering for
Dundee Foodbank. In Pre-Covid Days you
were so very generous bring donations of
foodstuffs along Sunday by Sunday. Dundee
Foodbank will undoubtedly be missing these
donations as sadly, the need for their service
is now even greater.
The Kirk Sessions have decided that we
would therefore give an opportunity to make
monetary donation which will be passed on
to Dundee Foodbank.
There are three ways in which you can do
this
• After the Sunday Services detailed
above
•

On-line Google Dundee Foodbank
and go to Donations

•

Place your donation in an envelope,
clearly marked ‘Dundee Foodbank’
and hand it in to Donna in the manse
(behind Muirhead Church)

SERVICE OF QUIET AND REFECTION
Amidst all the joy and celebration that
Christmas demands, we recognise that some
people need the opportunity to have some
quiet time – a time when Christmas is the
theme but thought about in a different way. It
may be that you have lost someone close;
you might be keenly feeling that missing
space at your table – for whatever reason;
perhaps you just need a while to catch your
breath amid the relentless preparations. If so,
then give the service of Quiet and Refection
a try.
It’s held in the afternoon of Sunday 13th
December at 2pm in Muirhead Church. No
hymns this year or a cup of tea – sorry!, but
there will be music, time for prayer and space
for reflection.
Please know that you will be warmly
welcomed.

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ
The answers are all found in Matthew 1 & 2 and Luke
1) Who told Mary and Joseph to go to
Bethlehem?
a. An angel
b. A dream
c. Caesar Augustus
d. David Beckham

7) How did Mary and Joseph get to
Bethlehem?
a. They walked (she waddled)
b. He walked, she rode a donkey.
c. Limousine
d. Who knows?

2) When did the Magi begin following the star?
a. When they left Herod.
b. When they saw it in the East.
c. When they saw it in the West.
d. About 2:30 Greenwich Mean Time

8) What were the "Magi?"
a. Wise Men.
b. Kings.
c. Astrologers/Astronomers
d. College professors on Sabbatical
e. Who knows

3) What did the Innkeeper say to Mary and
Joseph?
a. We have no room in the inn.
b. You can stay in our stable.
c. The Holiday Inn is not too shabby.
d. a and b.
e. Who knows?

9) How many Magi were there?
a. 4
b. 3
c. 12
d. Who knows?

4) Where did the Magi find the child Jesus.
a. In a stable.
b. In a house.
c. In the Holiday Inn
d. In a cave.
e. Who knows?
5) Where did the shepherds find Baby Jesus.
a. In a stable.
b. In a house.
c. In the Holiday Inn
d. In a cave.
e. Who knows?
6) What animals were around the manger?
a. Sheep, goats, and narwhals.
b. Babe, Willy, and Flipper.
c. Who knows?
d. Sheep, goats, and donkeys.

10) What did the angels sing to the
shepherds?
a. "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to all people . . . "
b. "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to all men . . . "
c. "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men . . . "
d. All of the above are implied.
e. None of the above.
11) Where did the Magi first see the star?
a. While they were in the East.
b. In an Easterly position in the sky.
c. In a vision.
d. a. & b.
12) Were Mary and Joseph married when
Jesus was born?
a. True
b. False
Have you circled all your answers?
Now look at the answers on the next page –
some may surprise you!

WORD BANK
BELIEVE

CANDLES

CARDS

CELEBRATE

DONATE

FELIZ NAVIDAD FAMILY

FESTIVE

FRIENDS

GIFT

HAPPY NEW YEAR

GIVE

GOODWILL

HOLIDAYS

MERRY CHRISTMAS

HOPE

JOY

LIGHTS

NOEL

PEACE

SNOW

TRADITION

STAR

YULE TIDE

SEASONS GREETINGS

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ – answers
1. The answer is c.
Luke 2:1
2. The answer is a.
Mt 2:1-12
3. The answer is e. There is no innkeeper
in the biblical story.
Lk 2:6-7
4. Answer is b.
Mt 2:9-11
5. Answer is e.
Lk 2:7;1
Luke talks about the child lying in a manger
and nothing else. (Okay, okay, this is a
pretty literalist interpretation.)

L&M CHRISTMAS
STOCKINGS
If you have been saving your
£1 coins in a stocking since
the beginning of the year, then
please bring it along to the next
service. Alternatively give it to your
Elder or Donna. Thank you for your
contribution to Church Funds.

6. The answer is c.
Lk 2:7;12 Since
there is no mention of a stable in Luke,
there is certainly no mention of animals –
even if they are cute in the Nativity play!

GOODIE BAGS FOR CHILDREN
In the summer we were delighted to
hand out Goodie Bags with puzzles,
craft activities, songs – and some
tasty
homebake
treats!
We’d
normally see the children at Holiday
Club or Messy Church and we miss
them!We’re now busy making up
some Christmas Goodie Bags! We
can’t wait to see the children’s faces
when we deliver them.

7. Answer d.

Luke 2:4

8. Answer c.

Mt 2:1

'Magi' seems to mean 'astrologer' more
than 'wise men,' as it is translated in some
versions of the Bible.
9. Answer d.
Mt 2:11.
They presented 3 gifts so many assume 3,
but it isn’t necessarily so.
10. Answer e.
Lk 2:13-14.
They didn't sing, they said. A host usually
refers to an army and is not used to portray
a choir.
11. Answer d. (probably) Mt 2:1&2.
They certainly came from the East,
therefore saw his star while in the East. The
translation in verse 2 lends itself to say they
saw it rising from the East.
12. Answer a. or b.
Matthew says yes
(Mt 1:24)
but Luke says no
(Lk 2:5-6
How did you do?
9 to 12 right: New Testament Scholar
5 to 8 right: Good student of the Bible
2 to 4 right: You remember some of your
Sunday School days.
1 right:
Hmmm - time to get back Bible

PRAYER TIME
Every week a prayer is sent out by
email that everyone can join together
in saying on a Sunday evening at
7pm. If you don’t have email but
would like a copy of the prayer each
week, then please just ring and let
Donna know. We’d be happy to pop it
through your door.

Either St Marnock’s or Muirhead
Church is open for private prayer on
the third Wednesday of each month
between 11am and 12noon. Watch
out for the notices giving details.

The Minister, Office Bearers and members of
Fowlis & Liff and Lundie & Muirhead Parish Churches
take this opportunity to wish
everyone in our communities
a joyous and blessed Christmas
DECEMBER / JANUARY CALENDAR
Sunday 6th December
11am
Service in St Marnock’s Fowlis
th
Wed 9 December
10am – 3pm
Muirhead Church open to receive Gifts for vulnerable children
Sunday 13th December
Sun 13th December
Sunday 20th December
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Sunday 3rd January

11am
2pm
11am
6.30pm
11am
11am

ZOOM SERVICE
Muirhead Church Service of Quiet & Reflection
Service in Muirhead Church
Muirhead Church Service for Families
ZOOM SERVICE
Service in St Marnock’s Fowlis

11am

ZOOM SERVICE

Sundays
10th17th 24th 31st Jan

Ash Chimney Services
Open Fires and Wood Burning Stove Flues Cleaned
Chimney Pots, Guards, Caps and Cowls Fitted
Call Simon on:
01382-580245
07709-340575

Fowlis & Liff Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC002792
Lundie and Muirhead Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC001085

