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Beavers from the 46th Angus Scout Group
joined the congregation at Muirhead Church
for the Remembrance Day service.
What a joy and delight
to share this time with them!
More on Page 6

SEASONAL SERVICES
SUNDAY 8th DECEMBER
11.15am

Muirhead Gift Service

An opportunity to donate toys for vulnerable
children. Please wrap your toy and label it
either boy or girl and the age for which it is suitable.
SUNDAY 15th DECEMBER
2pm Muirhead Church
Service of Quiet and Reflection
For those who feel they want a bit of
quiet time in the midst of the Christmas
hustle and bustle; perhaps you find
Christmas can be difficult; are you facing it
on your own for the first time?
This might be the service for you.
TUESDAY 24th DECEMBER
6.30pm Muirhead Church Family Nativity Service
Perfect for families! Children are encouraged to dress
as characters from the Christmas story!
11.15pm St Marnock’s Fowlis Watchnight
Starting off with a Carol-fest then
we celebrate the coming of that special day!
CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30am Muirhead Church
Service including the
celebration of Holy Communion

SUNDAY 29th DECEMBER
10.30am Muirhead Church
Looking back – looking forward!

FROM THE MINISTER…
“I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:10, 11
We all know that the time leading up to Christmas can be so full and busy, leaving us with little
time for ourselves. But I’d like to make a suggestion which could make all the difference to you.
Find a candle and create a small area where you can sit and chill. At some point each day,
probably best to have a regular time, go to that space, light the candle, and make this a time
that counts for you and Jesus. There may be little need for words, simply spending time in
reflection will surely help to add to this already special time. And be thankful that there is a
glorious meaning to Christmas which you have not entirely missed,
And when you return to the noise, to the hustle and bustle, listen for the words you’ll hear
played and sung around you:
- So here it is Merry Christmas, everybody’s having fun!
- Feed the world! Let them know it’s Christmas time
- Until then we’ll have to muddle through somehow. so have yourself a merry little Christmas
- O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
- Let there be peace on Earth
- Joy to the world, the Lord has come
Listen to the words as if you’ve never heard them before!

I pray that you will know the love, peace and joy of this Christmas Season.
And may the richness of God’s blessing be with you all

Donna
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CHURCH REGISTER
DEATHS
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Fowlis & Liff
Lundie & Muirhead
BAPTISMS

4 August 2019
Penelope Rose Campbell
daughter of Gary & Susan, Dunfermline
1 September 2019
Eden Heather Blackburn
daughter of Lee and Jenny, Birkhill
15 September 2019
Reuben Campbell Brownlie
son of Michael and Nicole, Dykes of Gray

Sheena Rae, Liff
Lundie & Muirhead
Agnes Burgess, Muirhead
Edith Dargie, Ledyatt
WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW
MEMBERS
Lundie & Muirhead
Lee and Jenny Blackburn, Birkhill

….Hello Sunshine Club!
The Sunshine Club meets on the second Wednesday
of each month at 2.15pm in the Caledonia Lounge.
It only started after the summer but we regularly have
over twenty people turning up – men and women , old and young! We have been blessed with
wonderful speakers and have enjoyed sharing favourite stories in a Get-to-Know you afternoon.
Sylvia Johnstone, accompanied by guide dog Frankie, and guide dog puppy walker Sandi Buchan
who brought along Reggie, kept us spellbound with accounts of their experiences.
The congregation at Muirhead are fortunate to share worship each week with Frankie and Reggie!

Reggie

Frankie

Our speaker in November was Jim Glen, who was an artist with DC Thomson for 47 years. Since
retiring ten years ago, he continues with free-lance work.
As he spoke, Jim drew characters, Dennis the Menace, Lord Snooty, Gnasher and Granpa Broon,
with a speed and ease that was mesmerising!
We have a varied and interesting programme for January, February and March. You’d be welcome to
come along!

Start the Christmas Season
with Carols and Brass
Bring all the Family along for
BIG CAROL SING

Muirhead Church at 6.30pm
Sunday 8th December
Featuring:
Festive
Refreshments

DundeeFree
Instrumental
Admission Band
Donations to Dundee Instrumental Band

Donna’s delighted to be invited to talk to children at the school…

this time with P1 & 2 at Birkhill Primary
about the Church in the Community and how we like
to help by donating goods to the Dundee Foodbank.

The children wanted to help too.

WHAT A WONDERFUL RESPONSE!

A great big THANK YOU
to the children, their
families and to the staff !

ON REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY….
Beavers from the local 46th Angus Scout Group
attended the service in Muirhead Church accompanied by their leaders and parents.

They joined in the first part of the service including
the Act of Remembrance with the two Minute Silence.
They then went out and made their own Poppy Crosses.
At the end of the service we all gathered round the War
Memorial and two of the Beavers helped by laying one of
the poppy wreaths.
The children then placed the crosses they had made round
the memorial.
THANK YOU BEAVERS FOR HELPING TO MAKE
THIS SERVICE SO SPECIAL!

LANDLUBBERS HOLIDAY CLUB – AUGUST 2019
Eye patches, headgear, a parrot and lots of Oooh AAaaars! and the children PIRATES were
ready for the story of Paul!
So much singing

and dancing
and stories
and crafts
and games
and friendship
and learning
and fun, fun, fun!

BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL
Every year Blythswood Care's Shoebox Appeal, in addition to ongoing support initiatives, brings hope
and joy to people living in desperate poverty.
The shoeboxes received in 2018 were distributed in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosova, Moldova,
Pakistan, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.
This year, with your help we managed to send an amazing 76 filled boxes to the centre in Perth along
with more items which will go to help fill even more boxes.
A huge Thank You to all who contributed to this wonderful total.
A massive thanks also to the ladies who organised it – Janice Munro with her team of helpers, Helen,
Morag and Sue for the meticulous planning and extraordinary dedication!

Liff Church
Many of you will have been aware that the Liff Church building has been up for sale in recent months.
As far as the Kirk Session of Fowlis and Liff is aware, an offer has been accepted but there are
access details to be finalised with Angus Council. This appears to be the cause of delay in the
process.
Our understanding is that the church will be converted into a dwelling house for the buyer’s personal
use.

Lundie Church
Before putting any building on the market, the General Trustees will investigate other possible
avenues for disposal of a building. In the case of Lundie Church, the General Trustees invited
Historic Churches Scotland (formerly known as the Scottish Redundant Churches Trust) to see if it
would be interested in acquiring the building. Unfortunately, although it indicated that the building was
indeed of interest, it would have a major difficulty in identifying a robust and sustainable income
stream to cope with the maintenance and insurance of the building sufficient to protect the input of
public monies towards the the cost of repairs, etc.
However, HCS was willing to host a public consultation on the future of the building with a view to
discovering any potential heritage and/or community interest in the building potentially and with a
view to some form of partnership working. This event is taking place in Lundie Church on 29
November 2019 from 2pm – 7pm.
We await the outcome of this consultation with interest.

TWAS THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
by KEN GOODRICH
Twas the day after Christmas, when all through the town
Every creature was stirring, taking ornaments down.
The lights were extinguished, the candles all burned,
Empty boxes abounded wherever you turned.
The children were cranky, they’d been good for so long,
That their innards were bursting to do something wrong.
The toys of which visions had danced in their heads
Lay abandoned in corners, their batteries dead.
When you sprang to the window and opened the sash,
Your eyes were assaulted by mountains of trash.
So it’s back to the office, to the matters at hand,
As relief, like an aspirin, spreads through the land.
And the windows in outlines of colours once bright,
Now returned to dark shadows, as black as the night.
The fires of warm feelings were beginning to wane,
Like the hard, icy touch of a cold windowpane.

Beetle Drive
Family Fun Game!
The Fowlis & Liff
Annual Beetle Drive
will take place on
Saturday 18th January 2019
in Fowlis Hall at 7p.m.

Adults £3 and children £2.
As the world, like the dread of an overcast day,
Reverted to form, to its patterns of grey.
When what in our wondering ears should we hear,
But the Word of the Father to be of good cheer.

To take hold of the light that will never go out,
And carry it high and spread it about.
Throw the holly and the ivy out if you will,
But the star is before you. Follow it still.
The wonder of Christmas, of God coming here,
Cannot be confined to the end of the year.
For the light of the manger, which is now packed away
Continues to shine and glows brighter each day.
As the people of God respond to His call
And take this, the true meaning of Christmas

Lovely supper provided

This is a very popular event
so come early!

STOP CHASING YOUR TAIL
As the festive season approaches, you are assailed on every side by advertisements for all the
things you ought to be buying in order to satisfy every possible whim and desire of your nearest
and dearest. Whether this involves food, drink, clothes, toys, games or the very latest technical
gizmo, even if you didn’t know you wanted it, you probably know someone who thinks they
do. Then you trawl frantically around all the various on-line sites or stores in ever decreasing
circles until you are completely exhausted , resolving never to have anything to do with that Cword.
So what’s the solution to this annual dose of purgatory?
Remove the calendar page for December perhaps? Disconnect Wi-fi and broadband and cancel
your mobile contract? Emulate an Ostrich?

There is an answer and it involves something as simple as reading your Bible. Try and get back to
the basic premise of the simplicity of that stable birth all those years ago. The circumstances were
pretty bleak but there was certainly joy for the birth of that first born, the Christ Child. Indeed it
was unusual enough for nearby shepherds to take notice, as well as some visiting Magi. Then
there were apparently angels manifesting the glory of this wondrous event, an occurrence that
today would be easy to dismiss as sheer fantasy
Although the event had been foretold by ancient prophecy and the appearance of the
Messiah was doubted by many of the current religious leaders, something miraculous did
transpire, something which still resonates with today’s Christians and which you can read about.

So take some time over the next few weeks, slow down and ponder with praise and thanksgiving
to God, on the opportunities for freely caring and sharing that Love which came down in
Bethlehem over two thousand years ago.
Hazel Van Bergen

Jesus brings warmth like a winter fire,
A light like a candle’s glow.
He’s waiting now to come inside
As He did so long ago.
Jesus brings gifts of truth and life
And makes them bloom and grow.
So, welcome Him with a song of joy,
And when He comes, you’ll know
That Christmas isn’t Christmas till it happens in your heart.
Somewhere deep inside you is where Christmas really starts.
So give your heart to Jesus, you’ll discover when you do
That it’s Christmas, really Christmas, for you and you and you.

CAROL-SINGERS AND COLLECTORS NEEDED!
Our annual carol singing will take place on Tuesday 17th and Thursday 19th December 2019. On
Tuesday we will meet at the Caledonia (Servite) Complex at 6.30pm and sing around Birkhill. On
Thursday we will meet at Muirhead Church at 6.30pm and serenade Muirhead village.
Waterproof carol booklets and musical accompaniment are provided and there will be refreshments
at the end of each evening for all participants. This year the money will be donated to the Children’s
Hospice Association of Scotland (CHAS).
We have alternated our Christmas fundraising between Dundee Disabled Children’s Association and
CHAS for many years and generally raise in excess of £500 per annum for the chosen charity.
Even if you are a reluctant singer, you can be of great help by helping to take the collecting cans
around the doors during the carolling. Come along to have fun and help raise money for a good
cause at the same time! Don't forget to wrap up warm...
For further details contact Ken McAra (01382-580607; kenmcara@btinternet.com)

ADVENT WREATH
Come to worship in any of our churches during Advent and you will see an Advent Wreath complete
with candles. The candles are lit at the beginning of each service starting on the First Sunday of
Advent. Children enjoy marking down the days to Christmas with their Advent Calendars – we do the
same Sunday by Sunday with the Advent wreath.
The underlying meaning of it is the accumulation of light as an expression of the growing anticipation
of the birth of Jesus who is seen as the Light of the World.
The circular wreath is meant to represent God's eternity as it has no beginning or end.
The evergreens are also a symbol of everlasting life
There are various interpretations of the symbolism of the candles
Each candle, usually purple, the Advent colour, has its own significance.
The first candle is called the Candle of Hope or the Prophet’s Candle
The second, the Candle of Peace, often called the Shepherd’s Candle.
The third candle, in some traditions is a pink candle, however we use
four purple ones. This.is the Candle of Joy or the Shepherd’s Candle.
The fourth candle is called the Candle of Love or known as the Angel’s
Candle.
The fifth and final candle, which is usually white, is found in the centre
of the ring and represents Jesus Christ and this one is joyfully lit on Christmas Day.

The Minister, Office Bearers and members of
Fowlis & Liff and Lundie & Muirhead Parish Churches
take this opportunity to wish
everyone in our communities
peace, hope and joy this Christmas

Messy Church is a fun celebration that takes
place on the 4th SATURDAY of each month
in Muirhead Church Hall from 4pm – 5.30pm
Activities, Crafts, Music and Bible Stories

for all the family – and we finish by eating
together, YUM! It would help so much with
catering if you could email Donna to say you are
coming - DHays@churchofscotland.org.uk

Ash Chimney Services
Open Fires and Wood Burning Stove Flues Cleaned
Chimney Pots, Guards, Caps and Cowls Fitted
Call Simon on:
01382-580245
07709-340575

Fowlis & Liff Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC002792
Lundie and Muirhead Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC001085

