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CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL
Muirhead Church

Friday 9th Dec 1.30 to 4pm & 6.30 to 8.30pm
Saturday 10th Dec 10am to 12 noon & 1.30 to 4pm
A church full of Christmas Trees decorated
by local groups from church and community

Christmas music and song
Friday afternoon: children from local schools singing
Saturday morning: T5 Music Group;
Saturday afternoon: Brownie/Guide Group
plus a chance to sing along with your favourite carols!

Refreshments:

tea, coffee, juice and shortbread
An opportunity to donate to Eagles Wings Trust
the charity that helps homeless people
in Dundee

A great beginning
to your Christmas celebrations!

fowlis & liff & lundie & muirhead

CHRISTMAS APPEAL

“They that wait upon the Lord shall rise up on wings like eagles”

Eagles Wings Trust is a charity that exists to help those
who are homeless. They treat those who are homeless or
have an addiction with love, equality and respect and offer
practical help and support to meet their physical and
spiritual needs.
They have a mobile soup kitchen four evenings a week on
Bell Street Dundee. Around 20-35 men and women use the
soup kitchen each night. They serve soup, sandwiches,
cereal, hot drinks, biscuits and fruit. Many come to talk and
have someone to listen to them.

Throughout the day people are visited where they are staying. The aim is to help them in as many ways as
possible - finding accommodation or rehabilitation centres; providing food; sleeping bags; warm clothing and a
listening ear.
HOW YOU CAN HELP….
Donate Goods Food Cereal, coffee, biscuits, tins, sugar etc.
Clothes. toiletries, sleeping bags, blankets, footwear etc
Other skills If there are any skills which you think would be of benefit, tell us what you can do.
You may be a web designer, accountant, mechanic, fundraiser etc.
Consider giving financially What’s the money spent on?
Food and clothing for the homeless in Dundee
Upkeep and maintenance of our soup kitchen van
Supporting the running of the Trust

There will be opportunities to donate to Eagles Wings Trust at the
Christmas Tree Festival or by a special collection at the close of each Christmas Service.
BLYTHSWOOD SHOE BOX APPEAL 2016
Our sincere thanks to everyone who has very
kindly helped in any way to make this year's Shoe
Box Appeal a successful event.
In the first week in November, we delivered the
shoeboxes, filler items, knitted goods and money
donations to Perth North Church Halls. After
Customs Checking Day on 12th November, the
boxes were being transported by lorry to
Romania.
These Christmas gifts will then be distributed to
orphanages, hospitals, schools and people who
live in desperate poverty.
Since the Perth Support Group started organising
a local collection of shoe boxes in 2001, over
71,100 gift filled boxes have been sent from Perth
to needy people in Eastern Europe

SUMMER APPEAL FOR NEPAL:
LET US BUILD A HOUSE
The wonderful total of £574.25
was raised by those attending
Holiday Club and members of
the congregations
Thanks to all who gave!

From the Minister
When it is time for a new edition of the magazine, I find that, as well as thinking
about what will be happening over the coming months, it is a useful time to review
what has been taking place in the parishes. What has struck me most forcefully
over the past few months, is the overwhelming generosity of church members and people in the local
communities. We have a number of appeals throughout the year and it is uplifting to see them so well
supported. We launched Let’s Build a House in June to help those whose homes had been destroyed
in the earthquake that struck Nepal in April 2015. The children at Holiday Club and their families,
along with those attending summer services, raised over £570! There was our annual venture to
encourage people to fill a shoebox for Blythswood resulting in eighty-three boxes and loads of filler
goods.
On Sunday 11 December members from Lundie and Muirhead will donate children’s toys, all
beautifully wrapped, to be given to kids who would otherwise get very little at Christmas. And the
recipient of our Christmas Appeal is to be the Eagles Wings Trust - they work with homeless people
in Dundee.
All this is in addition to our special retiring collections given to Christian Aid as well as other worthy
causes and the weekly donating of goods for Dundee Foodbank, sadly much needed these days.
It really does touch my heart when I learn of yet another example of the generosity of local folk. It
may be following a bereavement or an illness when there are tray bakes or soup handed in. It can be
the Carol Singers, who brave what is sometimes really atrocious weather, to entertain the
community with carols whilst raising amazing amounts of money for either Dundee Disabled
Children's Association or CHAS. Then there are the folk who give of their time to visit with those
who are lonely or sick. The generosity I want to highlight is not only shown in what is done, but also
in the attitude of the giver.
Although it moves me, it doesn’t surprise me for an important part of being a Christian is showing
hospitality and generosity of spirit - “to have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16b) We are aware
of just how much we receive from God – love, forgiveness and the gift of a Saviour, and so we need
to be willing to share of our abundance with others.
It will soon be Christmas! A time when we can all celebrate being given the most amazing gift of all –
Jesus, the babe born in the manger. The Saviour of the World.
I pray that in your busy-ness, in the stress that Christmas can bring, in your sadness as well as in
your joy, that you will find the time to pause and give thanks for the generosity of God and the
wondrous gift presented to us.
God’s blessing be with you in all that you do.

Donna
Our next edition of the magazine will be published towards the end of March.
We’d love to have ideas from you about what you want in it –
or maybe a contribution!
It should be with the editor by Sunday 12th March 2017.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES
SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER
Services of Lessons and Carols
9am Lundie; 10am Fowlis; 11.30am
Muirhead
There is an opportunity at both Lundie and
Muirhead Churches to donate toys for those
in need this Christmas
Please wrap your gift and label it either boy
or girl and the age for which it is suitable.
A service of Quiet and Reflection at 2pm
in Muirhead Church
For those who feel they want a bit of quiet
time in the midst of the Christmas hustle
and bustle; perhaps you find Christmas can
be difficult; are you facing it on your own for
the first time?
This might be the service for you.
SATURDAY 24 DEC CHRISTMAS EVE
6.30pm
Family Service in Lundie
11.15pm
Watchnight Service in Fowlis
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
11am Family Service in Muirhead Church
including a celebration of Holy Communion
JANUARY 1 NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICE
11am Muirhead Church

Beetle Drive
The Sunday School’s annual Beetle Drive is
to take place on Saturday 14th January
2017 in Fowlis Hall at 7pm.
This is a very popular fun night and all are
welcome. Good prizes and supper included
in your ticket.
From
Minis
Messy Church Dates
forthe
2017
29 January 2017

26 February 2017
23 April 2017
4 June 2017
3 September 2017
22 October 2017
3 December 2017
Sundays at 10am in Fowlis Hall

CAROL SINGING IN BIRKHILL AND MUIRHEAD
Last year our carol-singers and collectors raised
£708.96 for CHAS by singing to the generous
residents of Birkhill and Muirhead on Tuesday and
Thursday nights. Another record total!
This year we will try to raise even more money for
Dundee Disabled Children's Association on
Tuesday 20th and Thursday 22nd December
2016. On Tuesday we will meet at the Caledonia
(Servite) Complex at 6.30pm and sing around
Birkhill. On Thursday we will meet at Muirhead
Church at 6.30pm and serenade Muirhead village.
Waterproof
carol
booklets
and
musical
accompaniment are provided and there will be
refreshments at the end of each evening for all
participants.
Even if you are a reluctant singer, you can be of
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For further details contact Ken McAra (01382580607; kenmcara@btinternet.com)
Our annual carol-singing takes place with the kind
permission of Angus Council.
COMMUNITY NOTICE
FOWLIS AND LIFF
TODDLER AND BABY GROUP
A great way to meet other local parents and carers
We meet during school term time in Fowlis Village Hall
Mondays 9.45 till 11.15
£2.50 per family. Snack provided
For more information
contact 07549815707 or 07743073350.
We have a large range of toys for all ages
and would love to see you

OFFER YOUR HAND FOR INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP!
Welcome an adult international student into your home for a day, weekend, or 4 days at Christmas, and do
your bit to make the world a little friendlier.
Many adult international students from across the world would love to spend a few days with you, learning
about British culture, experiencing UK home-life, and telling you about their own country.
A Christmas invitation is particularly valuable to students facing a holiday on an empty university campus.
Hosting is a voluntary position suitable for all ages and is also available throughout the year with HOST.
To find out more or be put in touch with your local organiser, please visit www.hostuk.org,
or call 020 7739 6292.
It may be a bit late for Christmas this year but what a great way to start a new year by reaching out in
friendship!
SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS
The Amity Printing Company in China have printed their
150 millionth Bible. The first Bible was printed in 1987,
their output of Bibles has increased rapidly, and by now
they are producing over 2 million Bibles a month. The
company thanked their partners and supporters, of which
the Church of Scotland is one, for providing the support
and means necessary to make their venture a success.
In 1988 Amity was established to produce Bibles for the
Christian church in China. Today, as well as serving the
Chinese, they export their Bibles to over 70 countries.
Bibles are produced in over 90 different languages, and
the company have an excellent reputation as thin paper
printing experts

Desert Island
Hymns

There was great anticipation at the prospect of a series of Desert Island
Hymns to be held over the summer months.
We had four ‘castaways’ chatting with four interviewers and sharing a bit
about their life, their faith and their favourite hymns – and what a successful
venture this was!
The audience for each edition was captivated by the stories they heard and
so enjoyed singing a wide and varied number of hymns.

We are indebted to our castaways – Jean Millar, Rhoda Hodgson, Douglas Brown and Mairi McAra. Thank
you so much for sharing with us.
And thanks also goes to the excellent interviewers – Isobel Brown, Graeme Tarbet, Ken McAra and David
Kelly. Their level of research and preparation was astounding as were their imaginative and varied ways of
presenting their findings.
Definitely something we’ll think of reprising at some point in the future.

VISIT FROM OUR FRIENDS IN NEUTRAUBLING
So much laughter, enjoyment and fellowship
through a wide variety of experiences –
a boat trip on the Forth to Inchcolm Abbey –
as well as a fish supper in Anstruther!
A visit to Glamis Castle and up The Law with Oor Wullie!
Time spent visiting Skye – typical Scottish weather!
As well as a Scottish evening out at Lundie Hall
with Piper Jim Scrymgeour playing folks in.
Margarete Ruf-Schluter
Minister of Neutraubling Church

COMMUNITY APPEAL
MUIRHEAD & BIRKHILL MILLENIUM HALL A.G.M
Your community hall needs your support more than
ever. The Millennium Hall can only remain available for
your use throughout the year if there is a committee to
run it and volunteers to support that committee and to
take a share in the workload.
To this end all community residents and the leaders of all the groups who use the hall are invited to
attend the A.G.M. on Wednesday 7th December 2016 at 6.30pm
AGENDA: WELCOME; CHAIRMAN’S REPORT; TREASURER’S REPORT;
COMMITTEE ELECTIONS/RE-ELECTION
New volunteers are needed to assist the Committee. You can support your Committee by attending
the monthly meetings, held on the first Wednesday of each month.
It would be good to know that you support the hard work of the committee.
David Hastie Chairman

CHURCH REGISTER
L&M FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
The Fundraising Committee of Lundie and
Muirhead Church enjoyed a busy and
extremely successful year.
As well as the traditional Coffee Morning and
Plant Sale in May, and the Annual Fete in
August, two new ventures were added, both in
partnership with The Millennium Hall.
Following the very well-received Spring
Fashion Show, another Fashion Show was
held in November. Each of these Fashion
Show events attracted over 120 grannies,
mothers and daughters who all enjoyed
coming together on a Saturday night in the
hall for bargains and blethers.
On both occasions the events raised over
£1800 which was shared between the Church
and Millennium Hall.
On behalf of the Fundraising Committee,
Convener Reita Wellwood thanks everyone
for their support and participation and
encourages you to watch out for future events

BAPTISMS
Lundie & Muirhead
21 August 2016
Hugh Peter Unsworth
Freya Jessica
daughter of Iona and Peter Unsworth, Kent
4 September 2016
Jaxon William James
son of Claire & Craig Meikle, Dunfermline
Ivy Elizabeth
daughter of Susan & Gary Campbell,
Dunfermline
23 October 2016
Annabel Emily
daughter of Corinna & Graham Forrest,
Aberdeen
DEATHS
Lundie & Muirhead
Karen D’Arcy, Post Box Road, Birkhill
Sheila Pont, Rosemount Crescent, Birkhill
May Knight, Dronley Terrace, Muirhead
Janet Dailly, Sidlaw Gardens, Birkhill
Sheena Murray, Newtyle Road, Muirhead

Did you ever wonder
where X-Mas came
from? X means Christ
in Greek so to shorten
the word Christmas
we sometimes use
X-Mas.
.

In the 18th century
Christmas trees
began being
decorated with
candles.

Santa Claus 8 eight
reindeer are named:
Comet, Cupid, Dasher,
Dancer, Prancer,
Vixen, Donner Blitzen.

Many years ago in
England a traditional
Christmas dinner
included a pig's head
served with mustard.

Carols began as an
old English custom
called wassailing,
toasting neighbours
to a long life.

It is believed that
decorating Christmas
trees originated in 16th
century Germany when
Christians would bring
decorated trees into
their homes.

INTERESTING
FACTS
ABOUT
CHRISTMAS
.

Despite the story of
three wise men paying
homage to baby Jesus,
the Bible never gives a
number. Matthew's
Gospel refers to merely
"wise men".
their homes.

Although now mostly
vegetarian, in
Victorian times, mince
pies were made with
beef and spices

Santa Claus is also
known as St.
Nicholas, Father
Christmas,
Grandfather Frost and
Kris Kringle.

Christmas trees were
first decorated with
foods such as apples,
nuts and dates.

.
Electric Christmas
tree lights
were first used in
1895

If you received all the
gifts from the song
“The Twelve Days of
Christmas” you would
have 364 presents.
If you received all the
gifts from the song “The
Twelve Days of
Christmas”
would
The
holly inyou
a wreath
have
364
presents.
symbolises Christ's
.
crown of thorns
while
the red berries are
drops of his blood.

SEASIDE ROCK
HOLIDAY CLUB
2016

SOUP LUNCHES

THE FOWLIS AND LIFF
PARISH COFFEE MORNING
1st Friday in the month
10:30am to 12noon.
These began in 2003 and are held in Fowlis Hall.
The Coffee Mornings are always a friendly affair
and we welcome anyone who lives in the area,
along with friends and family, who would like to
get to know the “new” folk and also meet those
with the real feel of the place. We hope you will
come along and join us. The contact is Marion
Jackson, tel. 581968.

Church

Groups

NOT SUNDAY NOT SCHOOL CLUB
The NSNS club meets in the Millennium Hall
on Mondays 3.30 to 4.45pm. We run in the
winter and spring terms. We welcome all
primary age children.
If you know anyone who enjoys games, bible
stories, crafts and other fun send them along.
Margaret, Margaret and Isabel look forward to
welcoming them.

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
1st Wednesday of the month
Millennium Hall Birkhill 2.00pm
Each month there is a variety of entertaining
items: music and dance; speakers; quizzes;
talks, followed by refreshments. If you are over
50, we could be the group you are looking for!

Appealing to all generations!
The third Thursday of each month at
12.30pm in the Millennium Hall.
THE GUILD
Everyone is welcome to meetings of our Guild
in the Session House in Fowlis on the last
Wednesday of each month at 2pm. Do come
and join us.
The following meeting in 2016 is still to take
place.
Wednesday, 7th December, 2016
Business Meeting and after Bill Horspool:
Travelling
The programme for January to May 2017
is shown below:
Wednesday, 25th January, 2017
Burns - Isobel Brown & Mairi McAra
Wednesday, 22nd February, 2017
Donna - Duties as Moderator of Dundee
Presbytery
Friday, 3rd March, 2017
World Day of Prayer
Tuesday, 7th March, 2017
Visit from Dundee Congregational Guild to
Muirhead Church to see The Windows and hear
Jan to talk about them.
Wednesday, 22nd March, 2017
Haiti Project
Wednesday, 26th April, 2017
Caricature Capers presented by Andy Paterson
Wednesday, 24th May, 2017 Outing

CALEDONIA WORSHIP
Usually held on the Last Thursday of month
Caledonia Housing Complex 2pm
But for our Christmas Get-Together we’re meeting on
Thursday 15th December - Please come and join in!

The Minister, Office Bearers
and members of
Fowlis & Liff and
Lundie & Muirhead Parish Churches
take this opportunity to wish
everyone in our communities
a joyous and blessed Christmas

***************************************************************************

COMING IN 2017…

RETREAT DAYS
How much do you need some BREATHING SPACE in your life?
Opportunities for EXPLORING and REFLECTING TOGETHER

Watch our Web Page, Facebook and Announcements for details
***************************************************************************

Ash Chimney Services
Open Fires and Wood Burning Stove Flues Cleaned
Chimney Pots, Guards, Caps and Cowls Fitted
Call Simon on:
01382-580245
07709-340575
Fowlis & Liff Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC002792
Lundie and Muirhead Parish Church of Scotland, Scottish charity number SC001085

