The Magazine of Fowlis and Liff linked with
Lundie and Muirhead Parish Churches

SEASONAL SERVICES
SUNDAY DECEMBER 6
9am
Lundie Gift Service
11.30am
Muirhead
Gift Service
An opportunity to donate toys for vulnerable children.
Please wrap your toy and label it either boy or girl
and the age for which it is suitable.
SUNDAY DECEMBER 13
10am Messy Church Christmas Fowlis Village Hall
11am Lessons and Carols Muirhead Church
Service of Quiet and Reflection
2pm
Muirhead Church
for those facing Christmas without a loved one,
especially for the first time, or for those who find
Christmas a difficult time.
SUNDAY DECEMBER 20
Sunday School Presentations
10am Fowlis
11.30am Muirhead
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
6.30pm Family Service in Lundie Church
11.15pm Watchnight Service in Fowlis Church
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
11am
Family Service in Muirhead Church
including a celebration of Holy Communion
11am

SUNDAY DECEMBER 27
St Marnock’s Church Fowlis

SUNDAY JANUARY 10 Epiphany - The coming of the Wise Men
9am Lundie; 10am Fowlis; 11.30am Muirhead;

From the Minister…
I want to start my message this time with heartfelt thanks for the
very kind expressions of sympathy that I have received since my
Mum’s death in October. As many of you will know she was a
wonderful 101 year old who, apart from being unable to walk, was
very alert and took a great interest in all that was going on around
her – locally, nationally and globally. Her awareness of current
affairs and sports was amazing. Along with family and friends, I will
miss her being there for and with us.
However the work of a minister goes on. I need to repeat what has
been asked of you before – please let me know of anyone in our
communities who may be in need or who might benefit from a visit.
Those who are ill, at home or in hospital; those experiencing loss and
this can take many forms from the loss of loved ones, a breakdown in
relationships or the loss of a job; those celebrating the joys of life,
new baby, special birthday… As the minister of these parishes I am
here to conduct worship, to encourage the various events and
organisations we run as a church, to reach out to folk in the
community who are not church members and to generally give
leadership within our churches. However, I regard the most
important aspect of my calling is undoubtedly to reach out to, to care
for and to minister to the people who live here in our communities.
Please know that I keep an ever-open door here at the manse (if
you don’t know it’s behind Muirhead Church!). My answer machine is
always on in case I am out and I can remotely access messages when
I am out and about – the wonders of modern technology! (Tel.
580210). I also check emails frequently so that’s an excellent way of
getting in touch. (dmhays32@aol.com)

I don’t have a set day off but be assured that I do take enough time
off. I cannot emphasise enough that I am never “too busy”. There
may be times when I can’t give something my full attention at a
precise moment but I will get back to you as soon as I can.
May I also take this opportunity to remind you all of the services we
hold in the run up to Christmas and over the Festive Season itself.
There is quite a mixture of things happening with something that will
hopefully suit your taste. The details can be found in this magazine.
It will be lovely to see you over this time.
Meanwhile let me wish you all A Blessed Christmas when you know
the peace, the joy and the hope that Christ’s birth brings.
Blessings!

Donna

LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD
FUNDRAISING GROUP
The fund raising group have been
very busy this year. In May we had
the plant sale, in June the Silent
Auction and in August the Garden
Fete.

It’s a delicate balance between
being good enough to still get your
presents, but not so good that you
can’t annoy your sister

Thanks to the children for opening the Fete so enthusiastically.
Please don't forget your Christmas socks which we will collect in
December. Thanks to all of you who were kind enough to take a
stocking back in January, please bring your filled stockings back any
time during Advent.
Thank you all for supporting each event and a big thank you to a
very hard working fundraising group. Well done everyone.
We had a coffee morning and sale on 5th November at Caledonia
and raised £93.50 Thanks to all who made it another happy event.

NEW ELDERS FOR LUNDIE AND MUIRHEAD
On Sunday 1 November at morning worship Douglas Brown, Jean
Cochrane and Reita Wellwood were ordained into the Eldership. As
well as the ordination, Pat and Les Smith were admitted to
membership of the Kirk Session having already been ordained as
Elders when members of another church.
Please do all you can to support them as they undertake to serve
God and the church in this exciting new way.
CAROL-SINGERS, MINCE PIES AND COLLECTORS NEEDED!
Our annual carol singing will take place on Tuesday 8th and
Thursday 10th December 2015. On Tuesday we will meet at the
Caledonia (Servite) Complex at 6.30pm and sing around Birkhill. On
Thursday we will meet at Muirhead Church at 6.30pm and serenade
Muirhead village. Waterproof carol booklets and musical
accompaniment are provided and there should be refreshments at
the end of each evening for all participants. This year the money will
be donated to the Children’s Hospice Association of Scotland
(CHAS). We have alternated our Christmas fundraising between
Dundee Disabled Children’s Association and CHAS for many years
and generally raise in excess of £500 per annum for the chosen
charity.
Even if you are a reluctant singer,
you can be of great help by helping
to take the collecting cans around
the doors during the carolling.
Come along to have fun and help
raise money for a good cause at the
same time!
“What carol would you
Don't forget to wrap up warm...
like us to text you?”
Please sign up on the sheet displayed in Muirhead Church Hall from
the beginning of December.
For further details contact
kenmcara@btinternet.com )

Ken

McAra

(01382-580607;

FOWLIS AND LIFF SUNDAY SCHOOL
We meet in Fowlis church at 10a.m. each week. Everyone is
welcome. On Sunday 20th December the Sunday School will present
their Christmas play during the morning service at 10.00a.m.
Advance notice.
The Sunday School’s annual Beetle Drive is to take place on
Saturday 16th January 2016 in Fowlis Hall.
This is a very popular fun night and all are welcome. Good prizes
and supper included in the ticket which will be on sale in the New
Year.

CLIMATE JUSTICE BATON
Starting on Remembrance Sunday, we had the privilege of hosting
the Eco Baton as it made its way round churches in Scotland on its
way to the Climate Change Conference in Paris in December.
The baton, made for Eco Congregation Scotland from recycled
wood, carries the inscription - Time for Climate Justice. Churches in
Scotland Demand a Deal in Paris December 2015.
In Paris over 190 countries will meet to attempt to negotiate a deal
on climate change to limits emissions from developed countries and
help developing countries adapt to the impact of climate change and
develop low carbon economies. The burden of climate change often
falls most heavily on the poorest in the world, those who have done
least to cause it.
We need to realise that we have a responsibility to care for creation
and must do what we can to support this venture.
Donna took the baton to our three Remembrance Sunday services,
to Liff and Birkhill schools and to a meeting of the Presbytery of
Dundee. Everywhere people were very receptive to the baton and its
message.

Children at Muirhead Church after
Remembrance Day service
with the Eco Baton, a poppy poem
and poppy baton they made

Donna presenting the baton at the
Presbytery meeting with
Moderator Rev David Collins and
Presbytery Clerk Rev James Wilson

MISSION PARTNER
We are delighted, as linked congregations, to welcome the Rev Kate
Reynolds as our new Mission Partner. Mission partners are
appointed by the church to work worldwide in various roles e.g. as
ministers, lecturers, doctors and teachers.
On Sunday 15 November, Rev Kate
Reynolds was commissioned to serve
with the Church of Scotland as
Minister at Tiberius, Israel. Kate was
previously at Old St Paul's Episcopal
Church in Edinburgh.
The service, held in Dunfermline
Abbey, was organised by Dunfermline
Presbytery with support from Dundee
Presbytery. Congregations in each
Presbytery are partnered with Kate.
She and her husband Justin were
leaving the following week for Isreal.

Kate reflected at the sermon on her call saying “I first felt this
particular call of God in the dark : in the darkness of a refugee
family’s home in Ramallah, where some of the darkest stories of
grief and oppression I have ever heard were illuminated only by an
oil lamp in the corner. It came in the fading light of that afternoon, in
an empty playground where heavy rain masked my tears. It came in
the quiet, shadowless darkness of my room as I tossed and turned in
bed.
That is my experience of God’s call.”
We look forward to hearing of Kate’s experiences in the weeks and
months to come. Please remember Kate and her husband Justin in
prayer as they embark on this exciting new stage of their lives
COLLECTIONS AT LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD
Retiring Collections:
Scottish Bible Society (September Communion) £ 71.50
RSABI(Harvest)
£170
Poppy Scotland (Remembrance Sunday)
£143
Caledonia Craft and Coffee Fundraising
£ 93.50
Thank you for your support.
GREETINGS FROM BLAIRGOWRIE!
I have now been in my new house in Blairgowrie for over 3months
and I love it. I would like to thank you all for your kind wishes. I really
appreciate it.
I have joined the church in Blairgowrie and am beginning to make
friends. I have also joined the choir.
I have bumped into many of my Nursery pupils from years gone by
and it has made me feel quite old since most of them are in their late
twenties and have theIr own families now.
I will be back to visit from time to time to catch up on the local news.
Love to all my friends
Wendy McLaggan

DON’T FORGET ABOUT ADVENT!
Advent is a wonderful time of the year which is so often ‘lost’ in the
frantic run up to Christmas – or just associated with chocolate-filled
calendars!
Advent is a time of preparing and waiting – preparing ourselves as
we wait for the arrival of Jesus Christ, the Babe born in Bethlehem,
the Saviour of the world.
Come to worship in any of our churches during Advent and you will
see an Advent Wreath complete with candles. The candles are lit at
the beginning of each service.
The wreath is made of a circle of evergreen branches laid flat to
symbolise eternal life.
The evergreens are also a symbol of everlasting life
.

The candles signify that Jesus is the Light of the World.
Each candle, usually purple - the colour for Advent, has its own
significance.
The first candle is called the Candle of Hope and represents the
Patriarchs of the faith.
The second, the Candle of Peace, represents the prophets who
foretold of Jesus' birth.

The third candle is the Candle of Love and represents John the
Baptist who came to prepare the way for Christ.
The fourth candle is called the Candle of Joy and represents Mary,
the mother of Jesus.
The fifth and final candle, which is usually white, represents Jesus
Christ and is lit on Christmas Day.
Each Sunday we will light an additional candle. Then on Christmas
Eve, we will light all the candles, including the centre one, the Christ
candle. As we do, we will rejoice that Christ has come to us.
He is Immanuel…God with us.

COME AND JOIN OUR CHOIR!
Did you know that we have a choir which has members of all ages
from Fowlis, Liff, Lundie and Muirhead churches? Our group is
called T5 and we lead the singing at several services across our
churches each year, often singing short pieces on our own. There is
no weekly commitment to attend rehearsals, and members come
along as often as they are able to. If we are going to be involved in a
service, we meet about 30 minutes beforehand to have a quick
rehearsal before the service begins.
If you enjoy singing, please get in touch and we’ll add you to our
mailing list so that you know when the next T5 performance will be.
It’s helpful, but not essential, to be able to read or follow music. We
recently took part in the Harvest services at Liff and Muirhead
churches, as well as the Remembrance services at Fowlis and
Muirhead churches.
For further details
contact Ken McAra (01382-580607)

SCRAMBLED CHRISTMAS
How many of these Christmas words can you unscramble?
1. nStaa

11. der

2. rsM. asClu

12. oospwhkr

3. nkgsciot

13. rtNho loeP

4. glhist

14. lsbel

5. edrnerie

15. okicose

6. ncday cnae

16. enreg

7. niehcym

17. sfitg

8. cebmeDer

18. irwetn

9. lseev

19. rnetmsoan

10. eret

20. Sihgel

Solution on page 20

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
We meet on a Wednesday afternoon at 2pm in the Millennium Hall. We
have a welcoming time then our entertainment for the day. This could be
a talk on a wide range of topics, or singers coming along or dancers! We
always finish with our cuppie, a friendly chat and our raffle. Please know
that we’d love you to come and join us!
Our programme for the rest of the Session is as follows:
2 December 2015 Choir - Mairi McAra (£2 charge)
6 January 2016
1pm Soup Lunch
Quiz (£2 charge)

3 February 2016
Pat Lundie Dancers

2 March 2016
Hedgehogs
Ben Herschel

6 April 2016
AGM & Alister Fiddes

4 May 2016
Angelica Laird

1 June 2016
Outing

6 July 2016 Strawberry Tea

LIFF CHURCH DEVELOPMENT
You will recall that a number of years ago we proposed the
development of the Glebe land to the west of Liff as a potential site
for a new all-purpose sanctuary and community centre. This project
was dependent on locating a major source of funding and also the
change of use of the Glebe land from a proposed cemetery to a plot
for building.
The recent Angus area plan has pointed out that the site in Liff is still
earmarked for a cemetery and also that house building will be
directed towards Monifieth. Here the plan states that this is an
appropriate location to accommodate growth and future
development opportunity over the next decade as part of a
sustainable settlement strategy for Angus.
While we have not had a definite rejection in writing of our planning
proposal it now seems unlikely that this will be granted.
Failure to get this permission means that the project has had to be
abandoned in the foreseeable future.
The Kirk Session is disappointed at this outcome particularly in the
light of so much new housing being built within the Parish at Dykes
of Gray. With the Liff Church building closed because of the
presence of asbestos this leads to an even more challenging
situation on reaching out to potential new members within our parish
boundary
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF LIFF CHURCH
The Trustees of the Church of Scotland and the Presbytery of
Dundee initiated a survey for the presence or absence of asbestos
of all the churches. As a result of this report we have been told that
there is asbestos insulation around the heating pipes that run under
the organ and also used as sound insulation in the pump box for the
organ air system. There is also asbestos on some of the pipes in the
boiler house. We have been told that we must not use the organ or
the heating in Liff and the church as a result has been closed
temporarily. Currently, we are waiting for advice and how the
asbestos can be removed safely and also how much this might cost.

SOUP LUNCHES
A plate of homemade soup – wonderful!
And such an amazing variety to choose from…
And more often than not, you get more than one bowl!
Then the shortbread made specially for the lunches,
along with tea or coffee and all for £1.50!
Interested? Think you must be!
The third Thursday of each month at 12.30pm in the Millennium Hall.
Next one is on Thursday December 17 – see you there!
THE NOT SUNDAY
NOT SCHOOL CLUB
The Club meets on Monday 's in the
winter and spring terms from 3.30 to
4.45 in the Millennium Hall Muirhead.
It is open to all primary age children.
Come along if you enjoy games, bible
stories, craft, song etc. Juice and a
biscuit provided.
The two Margarets and Isabel will be
delighted to see you.

DUNDEE FOODBANK
Donations are gladly received at all
our churches on a Sunday morning.
Below is a list of the foods required.
Teabags Cereal
Tinned soup
Jars of pasta sauce
Tinned peas or carrots Long-life
whole milk
Pasta
A full list of items they need can be
found on their website,
www.dundee.foodbank.org.uk.

CALEDONIA
Monthly
gatherings
for
worship followed by a lovely
time of fellowship continue
at the Caledonia Sheltered
Housing Lounge on the last
Thursday of each month.
We have a wonderful
mixture of residents of the
Caledonia complex, church
members and folks from the
community who drop in for
this
much
appreciated
event.
Our
next
meeting,
a
Christmas one, will be on
Thursday 10 December
when infants from Birkhill
School will come along and
sing for us. Why not come
along?

Talk about what you can see!

NEW MEMBERS CLASS – ‘JOINING THE CHURCH’
If you’re in your teens, thinking about getting married, having your
child baptised, never got round to it before…. the whys are not
important - if you feel that you might be ready to make a commitment
to following Christ and acknowledge your belief in God - or if you just
want to know a bit more about the church - then come along to some
classes. There is no expectation or commitment until you have come
and listened and discussed.
The classes will start in January and be held at a time that is suitable
for those interested, so give me your name and phone number and
we’ll arrange meetings to suit those interested.
Donna Tel. 580210
MESSY CHURCH
Our new experience of being church continues to go from strength to
strength. In its first year we worshipped at Messy Church using a
number of themes - The Good Shepherd; Easter; Pentecost; Good
Neighbour; By the Seaside. At all but one service we have had
between 40 – 55 worshippers from tiny wee babes to much older
folks!
There are a couple of things that are important to remember. Firstly,
Messy Church is another congregation of the linked charge just like
the ones that have been around for years. Secondly, it tries to cater
for all ages, not just the children. It certainly allows parents of babes
to worship more easily as they are not worried about them disturbing
others or being restricted by a more formal setting. And thirdly,
please remember that all are welcome at Messy Church. It won’t be
a style that will suit everyone but it is important that as the church we
try to cater for different needs in worship.
There will be seven Messy Churches throughout the year with
corresponding traditional services being held alternately at Fowlis or
Muirhead. We’ll try to give plenty of notice of these Sundays so that
you’ll know where worship is being held.
Look at some of the happy faces already captured – and some of the
creations that have come from Messy Church.

Eating together – so important!

Easter Crosses
&
Edible Easter Gardens
A Prayer Tree – thinking about others

Puzzling over the answers!
Let’s sing!

A lovely Dad and daughter time

THE GUILD
Fowlis & Liff linked with Lundie & Muirhead

“Whose I am, and whom I serve”
Session 2015-2016

Theme: “Be Bold Be Strong”
The Re-dedication service took place in Muirhead Church on
Sunday 20th September and the first meeting was on Wednesday
23rd September at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House at Fowlis when
we had an interesting talk from the Street Pastors (Ascension Trust).
The next meeting was an enjoyable outing on Tuesday, 27th
October to the Dundee Congregational Guild in Dundee. Our soup
lunch on the 25th November was again a great success as was our
afternoon talk on the same day presented by David Kelly.
The meetings for the rest of the year are as follows:
Wednesday, 9 Dec, 2015, Business Meeting and Holidays in 2015
Wednesday 27 Jan, 2016, Stars of the Silver Screen, Andy Paterson
Wednesday 24 February? 2016, Nepal, Rev. Dr. Valerie Allen
Friday, 4 March, 2016, World Day of Prayer
Wednesday, 23 March, 2016, Favourite Hymns, Mairi McAra
Wednesday, 27 April, 2016, The Theme: “Be Bold Being Strong”
Wednesday 25 May, 2016 Outing
We would like to have your support so do come along if you can:
everyone is most welcome.

DUNDEE CHORAL UNION

CHURCH REGISTER
BAPTISM
MUIRHEAD CHURCH
6 September
Mitchell George son of George and
Heather Thom Newtyle Road Muirhead
St MARNOCK’S FOWLIS
22 November
Stanley Fred son of Innes and Rachel
Jordan Nedderton View Liff
MARRIAGE

DEATHS

LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD
Margaret Reid
Meigle Country House, Meigle
Ella Stewart
Meigle Country House, Meigle
Margaret Wilson
Janet Brougham House, Douglas

WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBER:
LUNDIE & MUIRHEAD
By Resolution of the Kirk Session
Louise Gibb Sidlaw Gardens Birkhill
WE SAY GOODBYE TO THE FOLLOWING:
To Blairgowrie Parish Church – Wendy McLaggan
To Meadowside St Paul’s – Robbie and Moira Donald
May God’s blessing be with them

A CHRISTMAS STORY
My granny taught me everything about Christmas. I was just a kid. I
remember running to visit her on the day my big sister dropped the
bomb: "There is no Santa Claus," jeered my sister. "Even dummies
know that!"
My granny was not the gushy kind, never had been. I ran to her that
day as I knew she would be straight with me. I knew Granny always
told the truth, and I knew that the truth always went down a whole lot
easier when swallowed with one of her world-famous cinnamon
buns.
Granny was home, and the buns were still warm. Between bites, I
told her everything. She was ready for me. "No Santa Claus!" she
snorted. "Ridiculous! Don't believe it. That rumour has been going
around for years, and it makes me mad, plain mad. Now, put on your
coat, and let's go."
"Go? Go where, Grandma?" I asked. I hadn't even finished my
second cinnamon bun. "Where" turned out to be Kerby's General
Store, the one store in town that had a little bit of just about
everything. As we walked through its doors, Grandma handed me
five pounds. That was a bundle in those days. "Take this money,"
she said, "and buy something for someone who needs it. I'll wait for
you in the car." Then she turned and walked out of Kerby's.
I was only eight years old. I'd often gone shopping with my mother,
but never had I shopped for anything all by myself. The store
seemed big and crowded, full of people scrambling to finish their
Christmas shopping. For a few moments I just stood there,
confused, clutching that five pound note, wondering what to buy, and
who on earth to buy it for. I thought of everybody I knew: my family,
my friends, my neighbours, the kids at school, the people who went
to my church.
I was just about thought out, when I suddenly thought of Bobbie
Decker. He was a kid with bad breath and messy hair, and he sat
right behind me in Mrs. Pollock's P4 class. Bobbie Decker didn't
have a coat. I knew that because he never went out for playtime
during the winter. His mother always wrote a note, telling the teacher

that he had a cough; but all we kids knew that Bobbie Decker didn't
have a cough, and he didn't have a coat.
I fingered the five pound note with growing excitement. I would buy
Bobbie Decker a coat. I settled on a red corduroy one that had a
hood to it. It looked really warm, and he would like that. I didn't see a
price tag, but five pounds ought to buy anything. I put the coat and
my five pound note on the counter and pushed them toward the lady
behind it.
She looked at the coat, the money, and me. "Is this a Christmas
present for someone?" she asked kindly. "Yes," I replied shyly. "It's
... for Bobbie. He's in my class, and he doesn't have a coat." The
nice lady smiled at me. I didn't get any change, but she put the coat
in a bag and wished me a Merry Christmas.
That evening, Granny helped me wrap the coat in Christmas paper
and ribbons, and write, "To Bobbie, From Santa Claus" on it ...
Granny said that Santa always insisted on secrecy.
Then she drove me over to Bobbie Decker's house, explaining as we
went that I was now and forever officially one of Santa's helpers.
Granny parked down the street from Bobbie's house, and she and I
crept noiselessly and hid in the bushes by his front door. Suddenly,
Grandma gave me a nudge. "All right, Santa Claus," she whispered,
"get going."
I took a deep breath, dashed for his front door, threw the present
down on his step, pounded his doorbell twice and flew back to the
safety of the bushes and Granny. Together we waited breathlessly in
the darkness for the front door to open. Finally it did, and there stood
Bobbie. He looked down, looked around, picked up his present, took
it inside and closed the door.
Forty years haven't dimmed the thrill of those moments spent
shivering, beside my granny, in Bobbie Decker's bushes. That night,
I realized that those awful rumours about Santa Claus were just what
Granny said they were: Ridiculous!
Santa was alive and well ... AND WE WERE ON HIS TEAM!

Ash Chimney Services
Open Fires and Wood Burning Stove Flues Cleaned
Chimney Pots, Guards, Caps and Cowls Fitted
Call Simon on:
01382-580245
07709-340575
Our grateful thanks to our first sponsor
If you would like to help sponsor our magazine
then please contact the editor Bill Nicoll
01382 580358
william.nicoll@virgin.net
Answers to Scrambled Christmas:
1. Santa 2. Mrs. Claus 3. stocking 4. lights 5. reindeer
6. candy cane 7. chimney 8. December 9. elves 10. tree
11. red 12. workshop 13. North Pole 14. bells 15. cookies
16. green 17. Gifts 18. winter 19. ornaments 20. sleigh
A new copier and a new look magazine!
We now have a new copier that can not only print in colour but also
folds and staples. Sorry it has caused problems this time but we
should be sorted by next edition!
Please be patient with us as we try to get used to it but we would
also like to encourage you at this point to send us contributions for
our magazine – letters telling us your thoughts, recipes, news of
family celebrations, suggestions!
We always give plenty of notice when things are due.
We’d love to hear from you…..

The Minister, Office Bearers
and members of
Fowlis & Liff and Lundie & Muirhead
Parish Churches
take this opportunity to wish
everyone in our communities
a joyous and blessed Christmas
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